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As all who are trying to fill their passports know, the Scottish Rite 
degrees are not exemplified sequentially. We do not start with the 
4° and then go to 5°, 6°, etc., until we get to the 32°. You might see 
the 4° and 19° in one location, and then the 11° and 16° in another. 
Some degrees are portrayed more often than others. This leads to 
the ‘Hunt for the Missing Degrees’.

The 5° is only being presented six times this fall in the Northern 
Jurisdiction, as of this writing. Two of the presentations are in 
Connecticut, one is in Pennsylvania, and two are in Indiana. The last, 
however, will take place on Saturday, September 21, 2019, in 
the Valley of Cincinnati, at Amelia Lodge, 290 Judd Road, Amelia, 
Ohio, 45102.

The morning will begin with coffee 
and doughnuts at 8:45 a.m. The 
new 4°, if approved at Supreme 
Council, will be presented live 
at 9:30 a.m., followed by the 
5°, Perfect Master. This is an 
excellent opportunity to witness 
a new degree as well as one that 
is seldom presented. Come out 
and join with your brethren for an 
exciting and historic morning, and 
then stay for fellowship and food, 
featuring corn-on-the cob.

     Fill 
    Your 
Passport!



Wee Boy’s Runner’s
Travels to Washington 
D.C. Again

Greetings Scottish Rite Brethren and Friends of the Valley 
of Cincinnati:

Our Valley’s charity running team “The Wee Boy’s 
Runners” is an effort to raise money to help support the 
Children’s Dyslexia Centers of Cincinnati. Thanks to the 
support of so many friends, family, brothers and donors 
the Wee Boy’s Runners were able to raise over $4,000 to 
support the CDCOC last year.

Fortune has struck our Valley’s running team again as we 
have been selected via lottery to participate and run in the 
44th annual Marine Corps Marathon in Washington D.C. 
on Sunday–October 27, 2019. The 26.2 mile course travels 
through many of our nation’s capitols highlights and along 
the Mall. This is a rare and unique opportunity as many 
have entered to participate, however only a select few 
are chosen. This being the case The Wee Boy’s Runners 
felt that it would not only be appropriate to represent the 
CDCOC and the Valley of Cincinnati, but we chose to 
honor the memory of our most esteemed and well thought 
of brother, Illustrious Bro. Harvey C. Lowry. 

Many of you who knew Harvey remember 
with great admiration and fondness that he 
exuded the example of the type of man and 
Mason we all strive to be in our journey 
through life. For those of you who may not 
know, Harvey also spent a few years of his 
life in the Marine Corps Reserves and was 

most proud to call himself a member of the United States 
Marine Corps. 

The Wee Boy’s Runners, this year are represented by Bro. 
Nathan Trester and adding to the team Brothers Brent Gross, 
John Boyle, Paul Kremer and Jeff Ballard,  have again chosen 
the “The Harvey C. Lowry Memorial Run” as our mission 
(apart from completing the 26.2 mile marathon) to raise 
money for the Children’s Dyslexia Centers of Cincinnati 
in memory of Harvey C. Lowry. If you knew Harvey and 
wish to help us honor the memory of this beloved man and 
Mason, please consider making a donation to the Children’s 
Dyslexia Center. No donation is too small, and every little 
bit helps. Please go to: 
https://cdcoc.networkforgood.com/projects/56905-harvey-
lowry-memorial-run 

Thank you,
Nathan Trester



An 1820 Past Master’s Jewel from London
Hilary Anderson Stelling, Director of Collections and Exhibitions
Scottish Rite Masonic Museum & Library, Lexington, Massachusetts

From the late 1700s through the present day, many American Masonic lodges have followed 
the tradition of acknowledging the contributions of a lodge master by presenting him with a 
personalized jewel to mark the conclusion of his term. Over time and place these jewels, called 
Past Master’s jewels, have been made of different metals and have come in many sizes and shapes, depending on 
the jurisdiction, local taste and the issuing lodge’s budget.  Historically, the lodge commissioned an engraver to 
inscribe Past Master’s jewels with the recipient’s name, lodge, and the dates of his term.

Past Master jewels presented in America in the early 1800s often featured the Masonic symbols of a sun within 
compasses with a quadrant connecting the legs of the compasses. These jewels, usually made of silver, were often 
cut from a flat sheet of metal. Researchers have observed that this style of Past Master jewel design was likely 
inspired by jewels used by Scottish Freemasons in the 1700s.  The jewel pictured here was executed in an entirely 
different style.  A jeweler made it for London Freemason Robert Scholl (ca. 1781-1832) and it was presented to 
him in 1820.

Listed as a “gentlemen” in membership records, Scholl worked as a Navy agent, with chambers at Clement’s Inn, 
in the early 1830s.  He was initiated at the Lodge of Union No. 275 in 1814 and served as Master of his lodge 
before 1820.  To thank him for his service in that role, Scholl’s brethren at the Lodge of Union commissioned 
this gold and enamel jewel.  They had Scholl’s jewel inscribed on the back with a heartfelt message, noting 
that the elegant badge was, “...a testimony of their fraternal Regard—their Personal attachment and the Sense 
entertained by them of his exertions for the Benefit of the Lodge.”  Scholl’s jewel is like a watch or locket in that 
the decoration on the front is protected by a glass bezel.  The bezel covers elements cut from gold in the shape 
of a square and compasses and a sun. A border of leaves, likely laurel, surrounds the symbols.  All of the gold 
elements are detailed with engraving to give them depth and definition. The symbols appear to float over a 
background patterned by engine turning and enameled dark blue. The deep color contrasts with the bright gold 
symbols.  Using the pin on the back, Scholl would have worn this jewel on his coat.  

What extraordinary service Scholl may have undertaken for his lodge is not known, but this handsome jewel 
suggests how highly the brothers at the Lodge of Union valued his contributions. 

[Photo Credit]: 
Past Master’s Jewel Made for Robert Scholl, 1819-1820. Probably London, England. Scottish Rite Masonic Museum & Library, Museum Purchase, 97.025.1. 
Photograph by David Bohl.



The Fantastic Tale of George A. Gardiner
By John J. Coelho, Archivist, Scottish Rite Masonic Museum & Library

The virtue of charity is a central tenet of Freemasonry. The fraternity and its members have a long and 
storied history of charitable giving that has aided those in need. The organization has also attracted 
the attention of those who wish to impose upon Masonic generosity. In this letter from the collection 
of the Scottish Rite Masonic Museum & Library, George A. Gardiner, most likely a confidence man, 
requests the assistance of Columbian Lodge, located in Boston, Massachusetts.

To the Officers and Members of Columbian Lodge.

Having lost our property by the great Earthquake of the 26th of March 1812 in Caracas, in South America, 
and the greatest part of the time since that period been detained by the Spaniards as prisoners, and for 
the last four years suffered everything but death and frequently threatened with that, and ultimately,-- 
during the contentions in that country, the Royalists having found themselves likely to be overcome by 
the –patriots, Robbed us of everything we possessed even to our clothes, and said “if the patriots should 
gain the place they would put me, my wife, and my two infant children to immediate and instant Death!” 

Anticipating the success of the patriots we resolved to make an effort towards our escape, which we 
effected the same night, and arrived in Puerto Rico, where we found a friend who gave us passage to this 
place, where we are in the greatest possible distress, having a sick child and not wherewith to provide for 
it. The above facts compel me thou’ not without that diffidence and reluctance which every man of spirit must feel on such an occasion to 
ask from the fraternity a donation for the present and immediate relief of a distressed family who have never before known want. 

G.A. Gardiner

In 1820, only two years after writing the above letter to Columbian Lodge, Gardiner published his only known literary attempt, A Brief and 
Correct Account of an Earthquake Which Happened in South America, an account of the 1812 Venezuela earthquake. In addition to incorrectly 
dating the event—Gardiner stated the earthquake took place on March 26, 1818— he greatly exaggerated the numbers of casualties. His tall 
tale included a fantastic description of a “subterranean channel” that “was formed by the tops of two very high mountains falling together” 
nearly four hundred miles from Caracas.

Gardiner’s surreal description of Venezuela drew the attention of respected Venezuelan geologist Franco Urbani Patat in 1985. Urbani Patat 
debunked Gardiner’s work, calling it a fictitious invention possibly used to impress others. Gardiner’s account amounted to literary fraud, 
Urbani Patat concluded.

It is unclear why Gardiner, who does not appear to have been a Mason, requested aid from Columbian Lodge or if he made the same request 
to other lodges. Furthermore, we may never know for certain whether Columbian Lodge ever responded to Gardiner’s plea for assistance. 
The Museum’s collection of records for Columbian Lodge is incomplete and contains several gaps that prevent this question from being 
answered. That said, research into Gardiner’s life provides a better, if not always clearer, picture of the man and of his life.

George A. Gardiner was born in New York State around 1786 and married Mary Anne Headley of New Jersey sometime before 1818. The 
couple had at least three children together—a son George A., born in 1818, a son John Charles, who often used the name Carlos or John 
Carlos, born in Havana, Cuba, in 1824, and a daughter whose name and birth record have not yet been located. While no record of George A. 
Gardiner’s death was found in Ancestry.com, courtroom testimony from the trial of his two sons for perjury and fraud, the infamous Gardiner 
trial, reveals that senior Gardiner died in Havana, Cuba, possibly around 1840.

Caption:  Letter from G.A. Gardiner to Columbian Lodge, May 6, 1818. Gift of Columbian Lodge, Boston, Massachusetts, courtesy of Mrs. Godfrey S. Tomkins, MA 002.



At the recent Supreme Council session, held in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, five members 
of the Valley of Cincinnati were coroneted 33° Scottish Rite Freemasons. 

2019 Supreme Council
Milwaukee, Wisconsin

Michael C. Bartholomew, Keith L. Clepper, Richard A. Dickerscheid, L. John Lasonczyk, and Noah E. Powers 
witnessed the impressive 33° conferral in the Miller High Life Theatre. Our Active for Cincinnati, M. Todd 
McIntosh, 33°, played an impressive and important role in the ceremony.

James C. Neil, Jr., who had been elected to receive the 33° in Milwaukee, was unable to attend due to other 
commitments. He will receive his degree at a future session. 

More news from this Supreme Council session will be included in an upcoming Rite Recorder.

Jim NeilRich Dickerscheid Mike Bartholomew Keith Clepper John Lasonczyk
Judge

Noah E. Powers

Missed you at:



The White Flower Society is a fund dedicated to helping Masonic widows in need. Women form strong 
bonds of friendship and support through Freemasonry, and this fund will assist those who are particularly 
vulnerable and in need of support.

The White Flower Society was formed through the vision of the First Lady Monica Glattly as a way to 
strengthen the bonds of support formed among the women who come together through Freemasonry. 
Money donated to the White Flower Society through the Grand Almoner’s Fund is designed exclusively for 
Masonic widows in need.

The Masonic fraternity is truly family, not only to many of its members, but also to their wives. Many of our 
social lives revolve around our fraternity. Some of us depend on the fraternity to socialize with others who 
care tremendously about this organization and helping others.

Should the day come that one of us experience unimaginable loss, like becoming a Masonic widow, the 
White Flower Society will help those ladies who are in need of our support. In a time of mourning, the last 
thing these strong and brave women need is to lose the social aspect of their life, the people that can 
comfort them and care for our Masonic family.

With your support of the White Flower Society, we will see that our ladies are well taken care of in a difficult 
time and beyond. We will be there for them to lean on should they need it. Let’s come together and give 
them the chance to continue building relationships, making memories, and encouraging them to stay active 
in the fraternity that gives us all the chance to blossom.

It is our sincere hope that the widows of our members remember this important message. You are not 
forgotten. You have been and will always be a part of our Masonic family, and we are here for you.

To donate go to: scottishritenmj.org/whiteflowersociety#wfs-learn

Monica Glattly
  First Lady 

The Grand Almoner’s Fund Announces a New Charity:



Upcoming Events
Saturday

September 14

Saturday
September 21

Saturday
October 12

Saturday
November 9

Saturday
November 23

Children’s Dyslexia Centers of Cincinnati Annual Golf Outing
California Golf Course —5924 Kellogg Ave, Cincinnati, OH 45228

Sixth District Scottish Rite Club – 4th & 5th Degrees
Amelia Masonic Lodge #590, 290 Judd Rd. Amelia, OH 45102

Lawrence County Scottish Rite Club – 4th & 31st Degrees
Proctorville Lodge; 340 Front St., Proctorville, OH 45669

Gem City Invitational
Valley of Dayton;  525 W Riverview Ave, Dayton, OH 45405

Clinton County Scottish Rite Club – 4th & 30th Degrees
Wilmington Lodge; 34 West Main St., Wilmington, OH 45177


