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Spring Class to Feature Baseball & Freemasonry

Mark your calendars for Saturday March 30, 2019
 for our Spring Double Header!

You have all heard that Washington DC was designed around 
Masonic Symbols, many trains of thought also feel that the Baseball 
Diamond was laid out like an upside down Square and Compasses.

Abner Doubleday is often said to be one of the two fathers of American Baseball, 
the other being Bro. Alexander Joy Cartwright, who is thought to have drawn the 
diagram of a diamond shaped ball field. So does baseball have many marks of 
Freemasonry? The field, from home plate to the left and right field wall, forms a 
compass; the entire outfield wall is the semicircle which this compass draws. Upside-
down, overlapping this compass, the baselines form the square. Three strikes and 
three outs were assigned because three is a principle sacred number throughout 
history as well as in Freemasonry. Four recalls the four directions common to so 
many sacred traditions and the square formed by the four bases of baseball as well 
as four balls. Nine is sacred not only because it is three squared but because of 
the wonderful things it does. There are nine fielding positions and nine innings. It 
does not take much to look around our world or stretch our imagination and see 
our Masonic heritage in many things. Masonry is a secular fraternity and does not 
require belief in any particular revelation, but is only open to those who believe in a 
power greater than themselves, like baseball perhaps?
Excerpts from Jerry Lounsberry , Burlington-United Masonic Lodge #93

On March 30, 2019 the Valley of Cincinnati will be hosting a doubleheader with only 
two degrees being portrayed: 14º, Grand Elect Mason and the 32º, Sublime Prince 
of the Royal Secret. For those that have traveled to Portsmouth last November or 
are joining us in Hillsboro in January, you can become a 32º as well as receive the 
14º and your ring. If you couldn’t join us on the road for the County Degree Days, 
you can still participate by attending one of the two remote Video degree days 
on Saturday, March 23, 2019. One will be held in Portsmouth at the Portsmouth 
Masonic Temple and the other simultaneously at Amelia Lodge. You must witness 
four degrees before you can become a 32º Scottish Rite Freemason, with the first 
being the 4º. Petitions are available on the website, www.32masons.com.

After the degrees conclude we will be walking down to Great American Ballpark to 
watch the Cincinnati Reds take on the Pittsburgh Pirates for a fun day at the park 
which includes lunch, seats, and beverages for all in attendance with our group. 
Candidates are free and members may purchase the package for only $10.00 per 
person. Thus the doubleheader, Scottish Rite Freemasonry and the Cincinnati Reds.



AASR Valley of Cincinnati
DEGREE DAY WEST

JANUARY 19, 2019 – HILLSBORO, OHIO

SOUTHERN STATE COMMUNITY COLLEGE
100 Hobart Drive • Hillsboro, Ohio 45133

The Valley of Cincinnati will 
host its first degree event of 2019 
on January 19, 2019 at Southern 
State Community College in 
Hillsboro, OH. Come and be a 
part of a great day of Scottish 
Rite fellowship as the officers 
and members present four 
degrees for your enlightenment 
and entertainment, as well as 
an opportunity to add stamps 
to your passport. The schedule 
for the day will be as follows:

Registration  8:00 a.m.
4° 9:00 a.m.
5° 9:50 a.m.
29° 11:00 a.m. 
Lunch                      Noon             
31° 1:00 p.m.
Dismiss 2:00 p.m.

All degrees will be live portrayals. 
Petitions will be accepted up to and 
including the morning of the degree. 
A petition may be downloaded at 
the Valley of Cincinnati website, 
www.32masons.com.

The only acceptable petition is 
one which states that the fee for 
degrees is $175.00, and that the 
full amount must be submitted with 
the petition.

An order form for lunch is included in 
this issue of the Rite Recorder. If you 
are ordering tickets for members 
other than yourself, please include 
a list of names with your ticket order.

If you have any questions, please 
contact the office. ■

Winter Degree Day
Lunch on January 19, 2019

We can not accept orders after Jan. 11, 2019

Print Name ____________________________________________________________________

Tickets required _______________________  Total Amount enclosed: $ ______________

Phone Number: _______________________

$5.00 per ticket, plus a $1.00 handling fee per order

Make check payable to: Valley of Cincinnati. Mail this form with payment to: 

Winter Degree Day; c/o Valley of Cincinnati,  317 E. Fifth Street, Cincinnati, Ohio 45202-3399



Mid-Winter Degree Day – Valley of Dayton
Saturday, February 16, 2019

This is your invitation to join with brothers from the Valleys of Dayton, Columbus, Toledo and others 
as the Valley of Dayton hosts the annual Mid-Winter Degree Day at the Dayton Masonic Temple on 
Saturday, February 16, 2019. The schedule is as follows:

     7:30 AM  Registration opens / coffee and donuts
     8:00 AM 4th º (Candidates Room)
     9:00 AM  4thº - Secret Master (old degree - educational only) - Toledo
   10:00 AM  11th º - Columbus 
   11:00 AM  8th º - Solomon Ascending (Dayton)
 12:00 Noon  Lunch 
     1:00 PM  DeMolay – Initiatory Degree
     2:00 PM 17thº - Cincinnati

The 8th Degree is a modern adaptation of our traditional degree and has been well received in other 
valleys. We will also be privileged to have a DeMolay presentation – if you have not seen the young 
men of DeMolay in action you will be impressed with their work.

To register for this event, go to https://daytonaasr.org/events/2019/02/midwinter
When you register you will be asked for your home valley – please be sure to include this information.

The Dayton Masonic Temple is located at 525 W. Riverview Ave., Dayton, OH, 45405 – there is 
ample parking adjacent to the building.

https://daytonaasr.org/events/2019/02/midwinter/


Eligibility: Those meeting any of the following criteria are eligible to apply for the 2019 Abbott Scholarship 

program for undergraduate studies:

• A Scottish Rite Mason of the Northern Masonic Jurisdiction

• A student directly related (bloodline or by legal means) to a Scottish Rite Mason in the Northern 

Masonic Jurisdiction or a member of a youth organization sponsored by the Masonic fraternity in the 

Northern Masonic Jurisdiction who is:

• A high school senior, currently accepted at an accredited trade school who has attained a 

minimum grade point average of 2.75 on a 4.0 scale.

• A high school senior, or undergraduate, or graduate student currently enrolled at an accredited 

college or university.

• Applications should be submitted to the Valley of the sponsoring Scottish Rite Mason.

• Submission deadline is April 1, 2019.

Named after Leon M. Abbott, Sovereign Grand Commander 

from 1921 to 1932, the Abbott Scholarship Program 

provides financial support for the continuing undergraduate 

and graduate education of Scottish Rite Masons, young men 

and women from Scottish Rite families, and Masonic-related 

youth groups.

Leon M. Abbott Scholarship Program



Application For Scottish Rite Abbott Scholarship Aid
The applicant must personally complete this application. The application and all supporting documents must be submitted in duplicate to 

the Valley Office designated below. Applications received after that date will not be considered.

Return to your Sponsor’s Valley Office

Last Name First Name MI

Home Street Address

Home City / Town, State, Zip

Email Telephone

1. Fathers Name Occupation

2a. Mother's Name Occupation

2b. Mother's or Father's Address (if different from above)

3a. Is your Father a Mason ( Y / N) ? 3b. Is your father a Scottish Rite Mason? ( Y / N )

If Yes, Valley: Member No.

4a. To What youth organization affiliated with Freemasonry do (have) you belong(ed) ? DeMolay, Rainbow, Job's Daughters, etc.) ?

4b. To what other non-school related groups do you belong?

4c. State briefly your extracurricular school-related interests/activities.

5a. Name of accredited school to be attended: Major:

5b. Address of School:

6. Which year will you be entering?(fresh, soph, jr., sr.) 7. Current GPA:

Return to:  The Valley of Cincinnati, 317 E. Fifth St., Cincinnati, OH 45202-3399 – Mark Envelope: 2019 Scholarship Application.

7. Current GPA:



8. Adjusted gross Family income reported to IRS for previous year:

9a. Provide an estimate of yearly financial needs: 9b. Present sources of income for school:

Tuition: $ Job: $

Room and Board $ Loan: $

Other: $ Scholarship: $

Total: $ Grants: $

Other Revenues $

Total: $

10a. For what career are you planning?

10b. If undecided, indicate possible choices:

11a. How many children in your family? 11b. Ages:

11c. How many children in your family attending college?

12. Additional Information
you wish to be considered?

13. Previous Abbott Scholarship recipent? (years) or new applicant ? ( Y / N )

Please submit the following documentation with the application (in duplicate):

a. Most current copy of high school or college transcript.

b. At least one confidential letter or recommendation from an instructor, counselor, or advisor.

c. Most current copy of FAFSA form.

Please Include a brief statement describing your current educational goals and their relationship to your career plans:

I am submitting this application under the sponsorship of my: Father, Brother, Stepfather, Grandfather, Uncle or Inlaw (circle one).

He is a member of the Valley of         , in the Northern Masonic Jurisdiction. 

His member number is:

I am submitting this application under the sponsorship of my: Father, Brother, Stepfather, Grandfather, Uncle or In-law (circle one).
He is a member of the Valley of                                                     , in the Northern Masonic Jurisdiction.

His member number is:

I believe the foregoing statements to be accurate. I hereby pledge any Abbott Scholarship monies awarded to me will be used strictly for college 
expenses such as tuition, supplies, and room and board.

Date: ________________________________ Signature: ____________________________________________________________

Abbott Scottish Rite Scholarship aid is a gift, not a loan, and can be based on academic achievement, participation in worthwhile activities, financial 
need, and self help. Checks will be issued by August 1st to successful applicants drawn payable to the student recipient.



 Return your application to:

 The Valley of Cincinnati
317 E. Fifth Street

Cincinnati, OH 45202-3399

Mark envelope: 2019 Scholarship Application

Completed applications must be in the hands of the Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite, Valley of Cincinnati, 
by April 1, 2019. You can obtain a PDF fillable application by visiting 32masons.com and then clicking on 
the Charities link to download the application. If you’re without Internet access, you may call the Scottish 
Rite office at (513) 421-3579 or (800) 561-3579 to request an application by mail.

The Supreme Council of the Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite for the Northern Masonic Jurisdiction sponsors academic scholarships 
throughout its Valleys. The Valley of Cincinnati also offers scholarships funded by the Valley of Cincinnati Foundation and the 
Kathleen Castle Memorial Scholarship Fund.

The application process for the Abbott and Valley scholarships is the same. Applicants are considered for either an Abbott or a Valley 
scholarship. 

The Kathleen Castle Memorial Scholarship Fund was created to provide scholarships for daughters and granddaughters of Eastern Star 
members, either living or in good standing at the time of death.

Eligibility for Kathleen Castle Memorial scholarships:
• Daughter or granddaughter of member of the Order of Eastern Star (living or deceased)
• Graduate of a public or private secondary/preparatory school
• Provide a copy of grade transcripts and ACT or SAT scores
• Letter of recommendation from teacher or school counselor
• Submit two copies of the completed application to the Scottish Rite office

The application for the Kathleen Castle Memorial Scholarship Fund can be found at 32masons.con, by clicking on the “Charities” tab.



As Scottish Rite Masons, we all know that our fraternity supports 
numerous civic and charitable causes, principally the Children’s 
Dyslexia Centers of Cincinnati, which operate two campuses 
in the area. But did you know that our Valley has a charitable 
foundation that supports these learning centers and other worthy 
causes throughout the Valley with your tax-deductible donations?

William E. Rathman, 33°, a Middletown, Ohio attorney and pastor 
and member of the Valley of Cincinnati, organized the Scottish 
Rite Valley of Cincinnati Foundation in 1985. The initial purpose 
of the foundation was to provide scholarships, support historical-
patriotic activities, and make grants to the poor. Several years 
ago, a significant portion of the foundation’s assets was used 
to endow the first Children’s Dyslexia Center in Cincinnati. The 
mission of the foundation has recently been expanded to include 
supporting the maintenance and improvement of historical 
structures, including the Cincinnati Masonic Center.

Presently, the Scottish Valley of Cincinnati Foundation is led by 
a board of trustees consisting of Thomas R. Schuck, 33°; Gary 
P. Nichols, 33°; Jeffrey P. Waltz, 33° (treasurer); John R. Teller, 
Jr., 33° (secretary); and Gerald E. Prager, 32°. The board meets 
periodically to consider grant requests by the Valley of Cincinnati, 
the Children’s Dyslexia Centers of Cincinnati, and organizations 
whose charitable missions are commensurate with those of the 
Valley of Cincinnati Foundation.

During recent years, the foundation provided funds for the 
Children’s Dyslexia Centers through their home office in 
Lexington, Massachusetts, subsidized opening the Cincinnati 
Masonic Center for the Boy Scouts of America to hold an Eagle 
Scout Court of Honor, provided scholarships through the Valley 
in conjunction with Supreme Council’s Abbott Scholarships, and 
made a major grant to the Valley to assist with the upkeep of the 
Cincinnati Masonic Center.

Scottish Rite Valley of Cincinnati Foundation
The foundation has been blessed by several significant gifts from 
members of the Valley, some of which were made by means 
of wills. Because the foundation is a tax-exempt organization 
under federal law, gifts of money, securities, and other property 
(whether during the donor’s lifetime or by means of a will or trust) 
are tax-deductible. These gifts may be designated for a specific 
purpose, in which case they are placed in a segregated account 
to assure that they are used as intended. The foundation’s assets 
are maintained by U.S. Bank under the investment oversight of 
Riverpoint Capital Management in Cincinnati.

The foundation presently makes grants from earnings in the 
various funds that comprise the foundation in order to preserve 
principal and rebuild the foundation after the gift was made to 
endow the first Children’s Dyslexia Center in Cincinnati. This 
policy assures that specific bequests are not depleted through 
the expenditure of principal and remain ongoing tributes to the 
donors for their intended purpose.

Why not join us in furthering the foundation’s mission? It’s easy to 
donate to the Scottish Rite Valley of Cincinnati Foundation. You 
can send a tax-deductible donation in care of Robert W. Dumford, 
33°, executive director of the Valley of Cincinnati, 317 East Fifth 
Street, Cincinnati, Ohio 45202, which we will acknowledge 
evidencing your tax-deductible gift.

You can include a tax-deductible gift to the foundation in your 
will or trust and designate the purpose of the gift if you like. In 
either case, please consider supporting your foundation through 
a gift now or in the future so that we can continue and expand 
the foundation’s charitable work on behalf of Scottish Rite 
Freemasonry throughout the Valley of Cincinnati.



Steel City Invitational – Valley of Pittsburgh
November 16 & 17, 2018

Steel City
Invitational

Returning the favor for their recent participation in the 
Queen City Invitational, the Valley of Cincinnati journeyed to 
Pittsburgh for the Steel City Invitational, held on November 
16 & 17 at the Valley of Pittsburgh. Here is a quote from 
their program: “You are a part of a historical event in 
Scottish Rite Masonry. Last year, the Valley of Pittsburgh 
participated in the Queen City Invitational in Cincinnati. 
Valleys were brought in from several states to confer the 
degrees. We were so overwhelmed by the experience 
we decided to bring their concept to Pittsburgh. We have 
taken it a step further. The Valley of Pittsburgh, Prince 
Hall Affiliation, will be conferring their 20th Degree. Also, 
the Valleys of Cincinnati, Coudersport, and Uniontown are 
participating in the Degree Conferrals. I am so thankful to 
the visiting Valleys for the diversity and energy they bring to 
the Scottish Rite experience.”

After a bus ride to our hotel in Pittsburgh, and then 
getting settled in our rooms, the members from Cincinnati 
again boarded the bus and made our way to the Valley of 
Pittsburgh facility for a rehearsal of the 29th degree, along 
with time to explore their user-friendly facility. We then 
gathered in the dining room for a social hour and reception. 
The 4°, Master Traveler, was conferred in the dining room, 
with the vignettes being presented in different locations 
around the perimeter while the candidate and guide moved 
through the audience. Our own Ernest W. Brown reprised 
his role as Chief Spotted Eagle for the segment on the 23°. 

Saturday’s events started at 8:30 a.m. with 
registration, followed by the 13°, presented by the Valley 
of Uniontown. The Valley of Cincinnati then exemplified the 
29° in dramatic fashion, and our director and cast received 
many favorable comments from the brethren in attendance. 
St. Cyprian Consistory, Valley of Pittsburgh, Prince Hall 
Affiliation, presented their 20°, which deals with Prince 
Hall and a number of his Masonic brothers petitioning 
General George Washington for permission to fight in 
the Revolutionary War. Their degree work, and the lesson 
portrayed, were well received by the audience.

Following lunch the 26° was portrayed by the Valley of 
Coudersport. The Valley of Pittsburgh then presented their 
version of the 32°, keeping the themes, tenets, and lessons 
of the degree intact but placing them in a contemporary 
setting that seemed to only enhance the performance and 
understanding of this degree that culminates the Scottish 
Rite initiatory experience. 

An Official Reception honoring the dignitaries 
present finished the events of the day. The class honoree, 
Ill. George M. Calloway, 33°, Deputy for the Orient of 
Pennsylvania for the United Supreme Council, A.A.S.R. of 
Freemasonry, and Past Grand Master of the Prince Hall 
Grand Lodge of Pennsylvania, was presented with several 
gifts from the Valley of Pittsburgh, and then expressed his 
gratitude for being chosen as honoree.

This Scottish Rite trip was truly a memorable 
experience. Take advantage of any opportunity to travel, 
meet brethren from other Valleys, and witness degrees 
portrayed in a different setting. You will learn a great deal, 
while creating friendships that will stay with you for a 
lifetime.





January Master’s Dinner (Portsmouth)  1/05/19 Portsmouth Brewing Company
 Master’s Dinner (Cincinnati) 1/12/19 Montgomery Inn
 Winter Degree Day (Hillsboro)  1/19/19 Southern State Community College
 6 Valley Degree Day (Canton) 1/26/19 Canton Masonic Temple
February Stated Meeting 2/14/19 CMC
 Midwinter Degree Day 2/16/19 Dayton Masonic Center

March March Madness Party 3/22/19 CMC
 Video Degree Day 3/23/19 Portsmouth, Ohio
 Video Degree Day 3/23/19 Amelia, Ohio
March Spring Degree Day (Cincinnati) 3/30/19 CMC/Great American Ballpark

April Stated Meeting 4/11/19 CMC

May Annual Meeting 5/9/19 CMC

June Scholarship Presentations TBD CMC

July Kings Island - Three Valley Day TBD Kings Island 

2019 Upcoming Events


