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“A Magnificent Heritage”
In 1853 Gibulum Lodge of Perfection, Dalcho Council Princes of 

Jerusalem, Cincinnati Chapter of Rose Croix and Ohio Consistory were 
chartered in Cincinnati marking the first Scottish Rite Valley in the State of Ohio. 
The first home of the AASR Valley of Cincinnati was in Allemania Hall from 
1853-1866. This was located at the Northwest corner of 6th & Main Streets. In 
1866 the Valley of Cincinnati moved to the Masonic Temple on the Northwest 
corner of 3rd & Walnut, staying there until 1886. The Valley then occupied 
the Scottish Rite Cathedral on Broadway from 1885-1925. This building was 
vacated to be razed to make way for the Cincinnati Masonic Temple (Cincinnati 
Masonic Center). From 1925 -1928 the Valley was housed in Robinson’s Opera 
House on the Northeast corner 9th & Plum. In 1928, the Valley of Cincinnati 
moved into the Cincinnati Masonic Temple located on Fifth St. in Downtown 
Cincinnati.

Today we stand on the threshold of an evolution in our residency. As 
has been discussed in several issues of the Rite Recorder over the past five 
years, the edifice named the Cincinnati Masonic Center is costing too much 
for us to maintain into the future. With a 353,000 square-foot facility the 
maintenance, insurance, taxes and utilities greatly exceed our annual income 
from membership. She has been a remarkable home for Masonry in southwest 
Ohio and memories of Masonry will forever be in our hearts when we reminisce 
about our Masonic journeys.

A Long-Range Planning Committee was formed over 20 years ago to 
investigate the future of where we will be going forward. I reinstituted and 
reenergized this committee to see what was best for our Valley. Outside 
professionals were hired, studies were done to determine the viability of 
staying, selling and renting here, renting someplace else, or selling outright 
and relocating. After reviewing the options, it was determined that the building 
should be sold, and we would relocate into a facility that will better fit our 
current and future needs.

Several interested parties came forward, local, national and even 
international. I am pleased to announce that a purchase option sale agreement 
has been exercised with Eagle Realty, an affiliate of Western & Southern 
Financial Group who is “always exploring real estate opportunities in downtown 
Cincinnati as well as in the region and nationwide”. This is a win-win opportunity 
for the Valley as we will remain in the building, with our tenants, for the next 
three to four years. This will give us time to determine our new location and 
facilities. Your Board of Trustees and the Long-Range Planning Committee have 
worked tireless hours to make sure the correct decisions were made. I want to 
thank each of them for their diligent work and great negotiating to arrive at this 
milestone in our “Magnificent Heritage”.

Fraternally,

K. Douglas Akers, 33˚
Chairman of the Board
Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite,
Valley of Cincinnati



Ohio Council of Deliberation - 2018
The Ohio Council of Deliberation session, held on Saturday, June 2, 2018 in Independence, Ohio, continued 

the format started last year by holding all the activities on one day. The business meeting was opened at 1:30 
p.m. by the Commander-in-Chief, Illustrious and Most Worshipful Brother Douglas N. Kaylor, 33°. Ill. Bro. Kaylor 
conducted the necessary business in a very efficient manner, allowing time for an interesting and informative 
presentation by Illustrious and Most Worshipful Brother Daniel C. Wilson, 33°, Past Grand Master and Deputy 
for the Scottish Rite in New Jersey. He spoke on the new Northern Masonic Jurisdiction initiative, “The Path 
Forward”, and explained the reasons for the program and how it is being used successfully in both Scottish Rite 
and other Masonic organizations.

Following the business session a banquet was held at 5:30 p.m., and at the conclusion of the banquet the 
Meritorious Service Award Ceremony was conducted by the officers of the Ohio Council of Deliberation. Receiving 
the award from the Valley of Cincinnati were Brother Dan Woodburn and Worshipful Brother Kyle Evans. 

The Meritorious Service Award recipients for 2019 were approved by the Council of Deliberation and 
will receive the award on June 1, 2019 in Perrysburg, Ohio. Chosen from the Valley of Cincinnati were Right 
Worshipful Brother Dexter Denney from Cincinnati and Worshipful Brother Theodore (Ted) Mangold from 
Hamilton. We congratulate them on this notable achievement and look forward to sharing a special time with 
them and their wives in 2019. Further information on Brothers Denney and Mangold will be included in a future 
edition of the Rite Recorder.

Worshipful Brother Dexter Denney Worshipful Brother
Theodore (Ted) Mangold

Dan Woodburn and Kyle Evans

14° Ring Service Procedure
To ensure that everyone has a knowledge of the proper procedure concerning the 14° Scottish Rite Ring Service, please read the following information:

1. All ring service requests must be made by the family of the deceased through the funeral home making the arrangements – the funeral home 
will contact the Valley of Cincinnati office with date and time of the service, and the office, or Ring Service Committee Chairman, will contact 
a member of the committee to perform the service.

2. The Scottish Rite office after-hours voicemail is equipped with the number of the current Ring Service Committee Chairman for night and 
weekend contact.

The Scottish Rite Ring Service is intended to give comfort and solace to the family of a departed brother of our Rite. If the family does not want to have 
the ring service, or even a Masonic funeral service, that is their decision, not ours. We are to bring words and actions showing support and brotherhood 
– anything that is contrary to the wishes of the family is contrary to our core values.



Valley Awards Scholarships
This special moment pays tribute to those who pursue education

2018 Scholarship Awards Presentations
Congratulations to our future leaders. On Thursday, June 28, 2018 the Annual scholarship presentations took place. This year, there 
were a total of 21 scholarships of $1000 each presented from Supreme Council Abbott Scholarships, Valley of Cincinnati Foundation, 
The Castle Scholarship and new this year, the Western Hills-Cheviot Thomas Thinnes Scholarship Fund.

This year’s recipients were:

Abbott: Nicholas Reichardt, Abigail Coogan, Rachel Goodall, Jonathon Ludwick, Jason Prince, Elizabeth Woeste, Brittany Hughes, 
Nicholas Wright, Shane Harris, Beth Hansford, and Jason Fischer.

Castle: Alyssa Wilson and Tia McConnaughey.

Valley of Cincinnati Foundation: Kylie Douglas, Oria Daugherty, Emily Brewer Robert Schweinsberg and Julian Havens.

Western Hills-Cheviot Tom Thinnes Scholarship: Lydia Brigham, Hope Cornelius, Darbi Dennis and Abbigail Supe.

These scholarships are made possible through your donations to “the Blue Envelope Appeal”, and The Valley of Cincinnati Foundation 
who also manages the Castle and Western Hills-Cheviot Tom Thinnes Scholarship Fund. Applications for next year will be available 
in January 2019.

On September 13, 2018, the Valley of Cincinnati 
will be hosting a “Highlander” themed night 
at the Cub World Castle. Our very own Ohio 
Master Travelers will be portraying a vignette, 
“For Freedom”, based on William Wallace, 
Braveheart.  This play has not been presented 
since The Black Watch Degree Team visited the 
Valley of Cincinnati in 2011. 

It will be a great evening of entertainment, food, and fellowship. Registration begins at 6:00 p.m. and the 
vignette will be presented at 6:30 p.m., followed by a full dinner of fried chicken, green beans and roasted 
corn on the cob.  

This event is open to all, so please feel free to invite Blue Lodge Masons as well as anyone who may have an 
interest in Freemasonry. As this is a social event it is a perfect way to show how the fellowship aspect of what 
we do as Masons is a cornerstone of our success.

2018 Fall Kickoff
6035 Price Rd, Loveland, OH 45140



In Memoriam
Jack P. DeVise, 33° 12/18/2017
Russell E. Arey 3/9/2018
George W. Zurweller, Jr. 3/9/2018
Ira A. Abrahamson, 33° 3/10/2018
James L. Bloomfield 3/11/2018
George A. Petrou 3/13/2018
Bernard M. Davis 3/14/2018
Dean E. Dubois 3/15/2018
Arthur W. Gehrig, Jr. 3/15/2018

Frederick F. Weeke 3/17/2018
James W. Suits 3/19/2018
James A. Cornelius 3/23/2018
John G. Drach 3/27/2018
Willis G. Kelley 4/1/2018
Richard A. Hittinger 4/3/2018
Robert J. Jacobson 4/6/2018
Clifford F. Bishop 4/7/2018
Richard E. Nolder 4/10/2018
Alvin E. Abernathy 4/12/2018
Mitchell A. Foster 4/12/2018

Kenneth P. Armstrong 4/16/2018
Joe V. Pelly 4/16/2018
Andy E. Thomas 4/17/2018
Stanley L. Stanford, 33° 5/3/2018
Billy L. Flint 5/9/2018
John W. Stewart 5/9/2018
Ronald L. Jones 5/14/2018
Donald L. Barger 5/15/2018
Earl M. Davenport 5/15/2018
Carl E. Morris 5/29/2018
William E. Rathman, 33° 6/3/2018

Herman Wagers 6/3/2018
William J. Baer 6/4/2018
Bernie A. Bernhardt 6/4/2018
David A. Hillard 6/4/2018
Orrell J. Ruth 6/7/2018
David F. Smith 6/8/2018
Larry W. Holston 6/9/2018
Harold L. Wells 6/13/2018
Bryan M. Shockey 6/17/2018
Donald C. Biermann 6/24/2018
Robert C. Steinbuch 6/24/2018

Get your orange and blue out to join us August 4, 2018 at Nippert Stadium to enjoy 
a great Soccer Match between Nashville SC and our own FC Cincinnati. Both teams 
are moving to the MLS and this match should be a great preview of what’s to come.

Before the game join us on Sheakley Field where we will gather before the game 
with hot dogs, burgers, sides, water and sodas starting at 6:00 PM. There will be 
two tents marked Scottish Rite with tables for your convenience. The game starts at 
7:30 so we will transition to the stadium at 7:00 PM. Tickets are $15.00 per person, 
available online at 32masons.com, families and friends invited, but we are limited to 
the first 200 requests.

Family Day at Stricker’s Grove
Squeals of laughter, ice-cream-covered fingers, and sticky faces from 
cotton candy—and that’s just the grownups! The Valley of Cincinnati 
returns to Stricker’s Grove on September 30, 2018 for a day of fun 
for the whole family.

This is one of the most popular events on the calendar, with picnic 
shelters, arcade-style games, and rides for all ages. Your $15.00 
ticket includes parking, a picnic style lunch, ice cream, soft drinks 
and access to the rides.

This event is open to all of our Masonic friends, their families and 
guests. Children under the age of two enter free. Stricker’s Grove 
is located at 11490 Hamilton-Cleves Rd. (Rt. 128) Hamilton, OH 
45013. It’s open from 12:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.

Stricker’s Grove is a family-owned and operated, private amusement 
park. It features an 18-hole minigolf course, game arcade, skee-ball, 
horseshoe pits, roller coasters and other rides, a baseball diamond, 
and lots more.

Order your tickets at 32masons.com or use the mail-in form 
here. We can’t accept orders after September 21, 2018. For more 
information about Stricker’s Grove, visit strickersgrove.com.

FAMILY DAY AT STRICKER’S GROVE — SEPTEMBER 30 2018
$15.00 per ticket - $2.00 handling charge per order, also available online.

We can’t accept orders after Sept. 21, 2018

Print Name: ____________________________________________

Member Number: _______________________________________

Phone Number: _________________________________________

Tickets required: ___________ Total amount enclosed: _________

Make check payable to Valley of Cincinnati. Mail with this form to Family Day,
c/o Valley of Cincinnati, 317 E. Fifth St., Cincinnati, OH 45202-3399.

FC Cincinnati Family Day



A Tale to Tell
The 90th Psalm reads in part, “We spend our lives as a tale that is told.”

Perhaps like me you’ve seen a name many times around the Valley of Cincinnati. It’s on many Lodge 
Charters, and countless documents in Ohio. In fact, his name is on more charters in Ohio than any 
other name.

The man was J. H. Bromwell, and he was a legend of his age.
Raised to the sublime degree of Master Mason in 1870, he
served as Worshipful Master of Wyoming Lodge No. 186 in 
1879 and was elected Grand Secretary of the Grand Lodge of 
Ohio just 10 years later, serving until his death in 1924. He was
succeeded by none other than Harry S. Johnson.

He was crowned a 33º Mason in 1897 and served as
Commander-in Chief of the Ohio Consistory from 1909-1910.

He served as the Grand Representative to Nova Scotia. He
served as Grand Secretary of the Grand Chapter of Ohio and
was elected Grand High Priest. He was elected R. E. Grand
Commander of the Grand Commandery of Ohio. He was a
member of the Syrian Shrine, the Society of Past Masters,
the Past Commanders Association, The Masonic Veterans
Association, and Secretary of the Ohio Masonic Home Board
of Trustees. Grand Lodge Records of the period put R. W. Bro
Bromwell at various years attending Grand communications in

Kentucky, Michigan, California, and Iowa, and that’s just what I could find.

His was a tale to be told. 

The point of this history is not to make you feel inadequate, though you might, like me, be in awe of 
what a single man might accomplish in a short fifty years of service. When one reads the proceedings 
of the Grand Lodge of Ohio and the memoriams in obituaries of the time, one is left with the 
impression of a man who did not strive to “do it all”, but to do “what he could”. He was a man with 
time and energy and resource, and he shared it to his brethren. He saw work that needed to be done, 
and he industriously put himself to work.

And when he had passed beyond our mortal coil, what is left is not just a name inscribed in papers 
around the state of Ohio. It is a world left better by his passage through it.

So let us reflect, then, on the 90th Psalm and our own tale. It is being told, and when we are gone we 
will be nothing but a tale. I can only hope that my tale, once spun, will be one worth hearing.

J .  H .   B R O M W E L L ,
Congressman, Second District.



Degree Opportunities - 2018-2019
 The Valley of Cincinnati is pleased to announce an exciting schedule of degree events for the 2018-2019 
Scottish Rite year. We hope to offer something for everyone, so if your interest is in acting, stage, support, or 
just being a member of the audience you will have plenty of opportunities to be a part of the action.
 The first event will be at Southern States College in Hillsboro, Ohio, on November 10, 2018. Gibulum 
Lodge of Perfection will be presenting the Fourth Degree, “Master Traveler” and the Seventh Degree, “Provost 
and Judge.” The 4° teaches us that we are all explorers of Masonry’s time - honored wisdom in harmony with any 
man’s faith or creed and begins the Scottish Rite journey. The 7° teaches us to render justice to our Brethren 
and to act impartially in our dealings with all men, two important lessons to assist us as we travel through our 
daily lives and help us set an example of how all men should live. 
 Cincinnati Chapter of Rose Croix will then exemplify the 17th Degree, “Knight of the East and West.” 
From this degree we learn the we must seek truth in our way of life and should learn from and avoid repeating 
the errors of the past. This will be followed by the 19th Degree, “Brothers of the Trail”, presented by Ohio 
Consistory, S.P.R.S. The 19°, set in the American West in the 1840’s along the famed Oregon Trail, emphasizes 
that the integrity of your promised word is the core to being a good Mason.
    Our next degree event will take place on January 19th, 2019 in Portsmouth, Ohio, at Shawnee State 
University. Gibulum Lodge of Perfection will be presenting the 4° video, followed by the Fifth Degree, “Perfect 
Master.” The 5° teaches us that the corrupting and destroying nature of selfish thoughts and unworthy ambitions, 
if allowed to dwell in a man’s mind, will poison his whole being allowing moral and spiritual destruction to 
overtake him.    
    Ohio Consistory will then present the 29th Degree, “Knight of St. Andrew”, followed by the 31st Degree, 
“My Brother’s Keeper.” The 29° emphasizes the Masonic teachings of equality and toleration and demonstrates 
how different groups of people can come together in common agreement. The 31° exemplifies two core values 
of the Scottish Rite, integrity and service, and serves to remind us of our obligation to “help, aid, and assist all 
brother Master Masons…”
 Addresses and schedules for both of these events will be printed in the September Rite Recorder. Mark 
your calendar for these dates and add one other date for future reference – the Mid-Winter program in Dayton 
will be held on February 16, 2019 at the Dayton Masonic Temple. The Spring Reunion will be held on either the 
first or second weekend in April – look in future Rite Recorders for more information on these events. 
 If you would like to take an active part in our degrees, please email kim@32masons.com or 
mhimes@32masons.com and we will forward your request to the appropriate party.

A Word About Your 2018-2019 Dues
Dues notices for 2018-2019 were sent around the first week in June, and so far we have received payments 
from a good number of our members. We thank you for your prompt attention to this request. If your dues 
have not been paid after the first notice our usual procedure is to send out a second notice in September 
and a third notice after the first of the year.

We understand that there are members who, for whatever reason, are unable to pay their dues. The Valley 
of Cincinnati stands ready to assist you, but we cannot do anything if we are not aware of the situation. If 
you are in need of assistance please contact the Valley of Cincinnati office by phone, letter, or email and 
we will attempt to address your concerns.

 Please be sure to read your dues notice carefully when received. If the amount due reads 0.00, or if it is 
a negative number, you do not owe dues. You can still make a voluntary contribution to the funds indicated 
on the dues statement if you so desire by marking the amount on the dues statement and including a check 
for that amount.

Your dues help to sustain Valley of Cincinnati operations and programs. Please join with us at our various 
events and activities and share in the brotherhood and fellowship of the Scottish Rite. 



August FC Cincinnati vs Nashville SC (Family) 8/4/18
 Committee Appreciation Dinner 8/12/18

September Fall Kickoff - Cub World Castle 9/13/18
September Stricker’s Grove Family Day 9/30/18

October CDCOC Halloween Gala 10/27/18

November Fall Degree Day West (Hillsboro) 11/10/18
 Stated Mtg. (with Nov. Degree Day) 11/10/18

January Master’s Dinner (Cincinnati) 1/12/19
 Degree Day East (Portsmouth) 1/19/19
 Master’s Dinner (Portsmouth) 1/19/19

February Stated Mtg. 2/14/19
 Dayton Degree Day 2/16/19

March March Madness Party 3/22/19

April Spring Reunion TBD
 Stated Mtg. 4/11/19

May Annual Meeting 5/9/19

June Scholarship Presentations TBD

July Kings Island - Three Valley Day TBD


