THE RITE RECORDER
Valley of Cincinnati

www.32masons.com

May 2018

Summer Events
Annual Meeting
The 14º Ring

THE RITE RECORDER
Volume 74 No. 10

The passage of time: We measure it in many ways. And even though we track time carefully, we
often manage to find ourselves surprised by how quickly it slips by. Such is the case for me as I
dive into memories from ten years ago, when Ill. Bro. Bill Powers, 33º, met me at a cookout,
determined to discuss the future of The Rite Recorder, the Valley of Cincinnati’s needs for
strategic member communications, and how we could use technology to meet those needs.
Fast-forward to today: We have a monthly publication that is produced in a timely manner
and printed in full color. It advises members of Valley activities and news, and has conveyed some
unique and personal stories (“The Ward of the Ring,” in the Feb. 2012 edition, is a good one),
lighting the way for inspiration. The Rite Recorder has also garnered some major recognition for
the Valley of Cincinnati—most notably Best Publication in the 2012 Brother Franklin Awards.
Our Website, 32masons.com, saw some complete overhauls in the past ten years, in design
and functionality. The Website allows our members to learn about events in real time, make payments for event tickets, make dues payments, and more. It’s mobile-responsive, and looks great
on desktop computers, tablets, and phones. In the same vein, our reach has extended in these ten
years, thanks to social media, where we can be found on a variety of platforms, as well as e-mail
marketing, which enables us to connect with members in their inboxes. It’s safe to say that the
Valley of Cincinnati was pretty early to the game in these areas.
I am immeasurably grateful that the Valley of Cincinnati has trusted me to lead these important initiatives. But it’s now the right time for me to move on. Ten years is a very significant
commitment, and I’ve decided I’d like to pursue other interests with the time that I have outside
of my family, career, and Alembic Lodge No. 793.
I want to give thanks to some Brothers for their support—first, to Bro. Keith L. Clepper,
elected to receive the 33º, for letting me know that the Valley was in need of a new editor and for
signing my AASR petition; to Ill. Bro. Bill Powers, 33º, Active Member Emeritus, for his confidence in me and for signing my AASR petition; to Ill. Bro. Chip Brigham, 33º, who, as chairman of the board of trustees, challenged me to take The Rite Recorder to the next level, and then
backed my play when I followed through; and to Ill. Bros. Mike Himes, 33º and Bob Dumford,
33º, who have been excellent partners in all of these efforts month after month after month.
I don’t typically lean on historical quotes, but one really captures how I feel right now as I
sign off for the last time (and it was published by a fellow Masonic editor). In his preface to The
Masonic Advocate, printed in 1859, Bro. L. Carroll Judson wrote, “If I have added a single ray to
the Masonic light that is gradually illuminating the intellect of man, I shall be content.”
Sincerely,
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Notice of Annual Meeting

Kraig J. Walker, 33º

The Annual Meeting of the Scottish Rite, Valley of Cincinnati, will be held on Thursday,
May 10, 2018, at 7:30 p.m. in the auditorium of the Cincinnati Masonic Center. At this
meeting we will elect and install the officers for 2018-2019 and hear committee reports
outlining activities during the past year.
The Rite Reps and Ambassadors who serve as liaisons between the Valley of Cincinnati and our constituent Lodges will be installed, and we will honor our members who have
achieved 50, 60, and 65 years of service to the fraternity.
The Brown membership jewel will be presented to those Brethren who have been firstor second-line signers on five petitions. Brothers who have reached levels of 10, 25, 50, and
75 petitions will also receive a jewel signifying their accomplishment.
We hope that you will join with us and be a part of this celebration of new leadership
and recognition of past achievements as we pay tribute to those who make the Valley of
Cincinnati the best Valley in the Northern Masonic Jurisdiction.
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Join your Scottish Rite family on
July 8, 2018 for a fun-filled day
at Kings Island with friends from
three Valleys.
Tickets for the day are just
$32.00 per person, and include
parking, park admission, waterpark admission, and a meal in
the picnic area.
If you’re already a Season
Pass holder to Kings Island and
you still want to join us, you can
purchase a meal ticket for just
$10.00 per person and then join
the group in the picnic area.
This is the first time a family
outing has been planned incorporating three Valleys, and it should
be a great day to enjoy with your
family and friends. Yes, you can
invite your non-Masonic friends.

The park is open from 10:00
a.m. to 10:00 p.m., and Soak
City is open from 11:00 a.m. to
8:00 p.m. A parking pass will be
mailed with each order. Lunch will
be served from 2:30-4:00 p.m.

Tickets may be purchased
at 32masons.com or by mail. A
$3.00 processing charge will be
added to all orders.
Deadline for ticket orders is
Monday, June 25, 2018.

TRI-VALLEY KINGS ISLAND OUTING — JULY 8, 2018
$32.00 per ticket ($10 w/ Season Pass) plus $3.00 processing per order.
We cannot accept orders after June 29, 2018.
Print Name:__________________________________________________________________________
Member Number:__________________________
Phone Number:__________________________
Tickets required:______ Total amount enclosed: _________________ (add $3 for processing)
Make check payable to Valley of Cincinnati. Mail with this form to Kings Island Day, c/o
Valley of Cincinnati, 317 E. Fifth St., Cincinnati, OH 45202-3399.

companied by a parent or guardian, and are required to fish from
the shore inside the boundaries of
Roosevelt Lake.
Contestants must provide their
own fishing equipment and bait.
Limitations are one fishing pole
with one hook or lure per child.
Prizes will be awarded for the
largest fish and most fish caught
in each of the following age categories: 7 years and under, 8-11,
and 12-16.
Those who are 16 years of
age or older must have a valid
fishing license and follow ODNR
rules.
Children in the 7 and under
category must have a parent or
guardian beside them at all times.

The Valley of Cincinnati Fishing
Derby is a family event that’s free
and open to youth anglers ages
4-16 and features games and
activities. Registration will be the
day of the event, May 12, at the
Mackletree Shelter from 8:0010:30 a.m. located in Shawnee
State Park, Portsmouth, OH.

a.m. to noon, and each child will
be issued an official score card to
be filled out by a derby volunteer.
You must be registered before
you can start fishing and there
will be a signal ending the derby
at noon.
Lunch will be served at 12:30,
with awards to follow.

Scoring
Upon catching a fish, you must get
the attention of a derby volunteer
to come over to measure and
record your fish, which must then
be returned to the water.
The length of each fish caught
by a participating child must be
entered on your official score card
by a derby official.
Please do not make any
entries on your own score card, or
you will be disqualified, and your
score card will not be accepted.

Schedule
Derby fishing hours are from 9:00

The basics
All derby participants must be ac-

All score cards must be turned
in by noon.

Whom Virtue Unites ...
By Sam Swicegood, 32º

In the morning one of my first things I do is
put on my gold ring. Some wear theirs every day and never part with it, while others
symbolically wear it in their hearts. But the
lesson and importance of this ring is one
which should never be passed over.
The oldest reference to the ring of a
Grand Elect Mason (called a Perfect Elu
in the Southern Jurisdiction) is in the
Francken manuscript of 1783, where it is
described as a simple inscribed band of
gold. The Northern Masonic Jurisdiction
added the familiar delta and Yod in the late
19th century, which has continued on as a
tradition in both jurisdictions.
What I find most moving about this
degree is not the Degree of Perfection itself.
It is, in fact, the part that comes much
later—the ring ceremony of
the Ancient and Accepted
Scottish Rite. I have given
this ring ceremony on several

occasions. Each time I do I become lost
in the beautiful and comforting words
that remind me of my father. I have yet to
go through this ring ceremony without
becoming somewhat choked up at one very
particular line: “This ring comes to you, as
it were, from the very gates of eternity, hallowed by a Father’s love.”
This explains the most important part
of the 14º. We as Scottish Rite Masons
make a covenant with God that day, but
this ring represents more than that; it is a
bond with every Perfect Elu and Grand
Elect Mason who has received that ceremony and stood in that circle.
It is a chain, not unlike the chain of
lineage that a Master Mason traces through
his raising and the tradition of the Masonic
father or grandfather.
In this covenant, symbolized by the ring of gold,
is the idea of unity. “Whom

Virtue Unites,” the ring reads—and it is
that shared virtue and devotion. It is the
fulfillment of those Scottish Rite values
that unites these Brothers in an indissoluble
bond of brotherly love and friendship.
When I look at this ring, I am looking
at my Father. I am looking at my Thrice Potent Master and all Thrice Potent Masters
who came before him.
I am looking at my Brothers with
whom I took the obligation of a Grand
Elect Mason at last year’s Spring Class. I
am looking at all of the Brothers who will
one day symbolically kneel at that altar and
receive a ring much like this one, long after
I have passed beyond this mortal coil.
I am looking at you, the reader of this
page, and I am left with only the reminder
that my words and actions are watched and
guided by Brothers just like you. This ring is
a reminder of how important Scottish Rite
Masonry is.

A Brief History of the 14º Ring in Cincinnati and the N.M.J.
By Ben P. Rosenfield, 32º

The presentation of the 14º ring to candidates as they are chosen Grand Elect
Masons is among the most memorable
moments in Scottish Rite Masonry in the
Valley of Cincinnati.
A decision at the meeting of Gibulum Lodge of Perfection on June 4, 1914,
ensured that all candidates would be able
to enjoy this powerful ceremony and,
ultimately, be entitled to the funeral service
associated with it.
The minutes of that meeting indicate
that the following resolution was introduced by Bro. Thomas Kite (Active), was
duly seconded, and unanimously carried:
“Resolved, That Gibulum Lodge of
Perfection, hereafter shall provide and present at the proper time to each of its candidates receiving the Degree of Perfection, at
the expense of the Lodge, the authorized
ritualistic ring of the 14th Degree.”
The standardization of the 14º was
such a serious undertaking that Ohio
Council of Deliberation passed a resolution
at its 21st session, held in Columbus, OH,
on April 15-16, 1909:
“Resolved, That the Thrice Potent
Grand Masters of Lodges of Perfection in
this jurisdiction be, and they are hereby, in-

structed to enforce the rule of the Supreme
Council 33º, in relation to the style of the
ring to be worn by the persons receiving the
14º, as shown by the following resolution
adopted by the Supreme Council 33º....”
The 14º ring’s design was standardized by Supreme Council at its annual
session, held in Boston, MA, on September
16, 1903: “Resolved that the 14º ring is a
plain, flat band of gold five-sixteenths of an
inch in width, having engraved or enameled on the outside thereof an equilateral
triangle, and within the same the first letter
of the Ineffable Name in Hebrew ( ), and
engraved within the ring the motto of the
degree, ‘Whom virtue unites, death cannot separate,’ in such language as may be
selected....”
So prominent was the 14º ring, that
it was part of an ode that was sung at the
end of the 14º, as portrayed in the Northern Masonic Jurisdiction during the 19th
century.

‘Twas there, impressed with holy awe, / A gold
engraven plate I saw / With dazzling splendor
shine. / To us, the Grand Elect alone, / Its secret
characters are known, / Ineffable—divine.
This precious treasure, long concealed, / Was
by three worthy Knights revealed / Where erst a
temple stood: / Its ancient ruins they explored,
/ And found the grand, mysterious word, / Made
known before the flood.
Fulfilled was then the promise made, / And
Beauty’s Pillar soon displayed / The treasure
they had found: / Their ardent zeal and piety—
/ Their dangerous toil and constancy, / Were
with due honors crowned.
Hours like those we all shall prove / Who, joined
in pure and social love, / Perfection’s work pursue. / May the Sublime Grand Architect, / By his
unerring laws direct / The honored, chosen few.

ODE.

May all who friendship’s feast partake / The
good pursue, the bad forsake! / And may each
rite and sign / A happy, lasting influence shed: /
The quadrant crowned, the oil, the bread, / The
golden ring, the wine!

No solar beam, nor lunar ray / Illumed the
dark, the narrow way / That led me to the door;
/ I proved myself a Knight, and then / The sacred vault I entered in / By mystic numbers four.

Long as I live this ring I’ll wear / Symbol of an
alliance dear / To every Brother’s heart; / And
bless the sacred tie that binds / In virtue’s chain;
for virtue joins / What death can never part.

Squeals of laughter, ice-cream-covered fingers, and

sticky faces from cotton candy—and that’s just the
grownups! The Valley of Cincinnati returns to Stricker’s Grove on September 30, 2018 for a day of fun
for the whole family.
This is one of the most popular events on the
calendar, with picnic shelters, arcade-style games,
and rides for all ages. Your $15.00 ticket includes
parking, a picnic style lunch, ice cream, soft drinks
and access to the rides.
This event is open to all of our Masonic friends,
their families and guests. Children under the age of
two enter free.
Stricker’s Grove is located at 11490 HamiltonCleves Rd. (Rt. 128) Hamilton, OH 45013. It’s open
from 12:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Stricker’s Grove is a family-owned and operated,
private amusement park. It features an 18-hole minigolf course, game arcade, skee-ball, horseshoe pits,
roller coasters and other rides, a baseball diamond,
and lots more.

Order your tickets at 32masons.com or use the
mail-in form here. We can’t accept orders after September 21, 2018.
For more information about Stricker’s Grove, visit
strickersgrove.com.
FAMILY DAY AT STRICKER’S GROVE — SEPTEMBER 30, 2018
$15.00 per ticket — We can’t accept orders after Sep. 21, 2018.
Print Name:___________________________________________________

Member Number:__________________________

Phone Number:__________________________

Tickets required:______ Total amount enclosed: _________________
Make check payable to Valley of Cincinnati. Mail with this form to
Family Day, c/o Valley of Cincinnati, 317 E. Fifth St., Cincinnati, OH
45202-3399.

Important Details About Dues Notices

Looking for a unique
way to serve?

Dues notices for the 2018-2019 Scottish
Rite year will be mailed to all members in
late May or early June.
Please look at your bill closely. There
is a line marked “AMOUNT DUE:” that
shows your current dues. In some cases, the
amount due will be $0.00, and this could
be because you are a life member, a senior
member, are exempt from dues, or have a
credit because you have paid prior to the
dues notice or are a 32° candidate from the
Spring Reunion.
Below that are spaces to make a
voluntary contribution. At the bottom is

The Tylers of the
Valley of Cincinnati
play a critical part
at AASR events. If
you are interested
in serving the Valley of Cincinnati
in a special role,
contact Bro. Keith
L. Clepper, committee chairman, by
e-mail at kclepper@
gmail.com.

Michael A. Himes, 33º

a line marked “Total Amount Enclosed”
to reflect the total of your dues and
voluntary contributions. If you would like
to consider becoming a life member of
the Valley of Cincinnati, please contact
Kim at 513-421-3579, ext. 1000, or at
kim@32masons.com.
As in all organizations, your dues are
used to sustain the programs of the Valley
of Cincinnati. The trustees of your Valley
are committed to using the funds available to them in the most prudent fiduciary
manner to keep our Valley a beacon of
light for Freemasonry for years to come.

Planning for the 5th Annual Children’s Dyslexia Centers of Cincinnati Halloween Gala has
begun! Each of the last four Octobers, the Cincinnati Masonic Center Ballroom has been
transformed: a haunted hotel, an opera house, a pirates’ hideaway and a hall of superheroes. This year, it will be home to a glitzy Hollywood awards party! It takes a cast of dozens to put on a show like this. We need help with IT, decorations, food/drinks, communications, ticket sales, and securing auction items. Spouses/significant others are welcome.
The planning committee meets on May 15, and then the third Tuesday of each month in
Club 32 at the Cincinnati Masonic Center (no RSVP necessary). This is a great way to get
involved with the primary charity of the Scottish Rite. Be a part of this epic production for
our Dyslexia Centers! Questions? E-mail them to: chairman.cdcoc@gmail.com.

Stay up to date with news and events in
the Valley of Cincinnati by visiting our
Website. Get information on the go and
access to event pictures by visiting our
Facebook page, facebook.com/32masons.

