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HAPPENING THIS MONTH
The Lawrence County Club will host the Valley’s traveling event on Saturday, March 4, 2017 
at Proctorville Lodge No. 550, located at 340 Grant St., Proctorville, OH 45669. Please visit 
www.proctorville.net for more information. The event will feature the 4º video at 10:15 a.m., 
the 9º at 11:00 a.m., and lunch to follow. Lawrence County Club Ambassador Tyler Perry 
says members are “again excited to host the Valley of Cincinnati for this event and continuing 
building on our relationship with the Valley.” The 9° reminds us that through the ages, man has 
searched for God, and worshiped Him in many tongues, but that Universal Worship is found in 
service to our fellow man.
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APRIL 29, 2017
The Spring Reunion will take the Scottish 
Rite experience back to the Cincinnati Ma-
sonic Center for fellowship and five degrees. 
The 4º, Master Traveller, starts at 8:15 
a.m. The 14º, Grand Elect Mason, begins 
at 9:30 a.m. The 15º, Knight of the East 
or Sword, starts at 11:00 a.m. Lunch is at 
11:45 a.m. The 18º, Knight of the Rose Croix 
of H.R.D.M., starts at 1:00 p.m. The 32º, 
Sublime Prince of the Royal Secret, begins 
at 3:00 p.m. This is your opportunity to enjoy 
time with your fellow Scottish Rite Masons, 

enlist and sponsor a new member, and enjoy excellent degree work. Petitions are available 
online. Reservations for lunch are required. Cost for lunch is $5.00 per person. Tickets are 
available for sale online at 32masons.com or by mail. Deadline for orders is April 21, 2017.

MARCH 17, 2017
The annual March Madness Party starts 
at 11:00 a.m. in Club 32 at the Cincinnati 
Masonic Center, and features the legendary 
March Madness Chili Cook-Off. You’ll enjoy 
three TVs, refreshments, pop-a-shot, pool, 
darts, and more. Admission is free, dress is 
casual, and you are invited to bring non-Ma-
sonic friends and your significant other. This 
is an adults-only event. If you have the beans 
to enter the chili cook-off, please e-mail 
kim@32masons.com to register your entry. 
Traditional, spicy, and non-traditional chilies 

will be voted on by those in attendance. As usual, the Valley of Cincinnati’s March Madness 
Party will be a slam dunk for you and your invited guests!

APRIL 1, 2017
The Four Chaplains were United States Army 
chaplains who gave their lives to save others 
as the S.S. Dorchester sank during World 
War II. The 23°, Chief of the Tabernacle, 
is based on this event. Our program takes 
place at Wilmington High School, 300 Rich-
ardson Pl., Wilmington, OH 45171. The 4º 
starts at 10:30 a.m.. The 23º starts at 11:00 
a.m. Lunch follows. On display will be a life 
jacket, a red clip-on light, and a lifesaver, all 
donated to Wor. Bro. S. Kenneth Baril by 
Storekeeper Second Class Richard Swan-

son, who was awarded the Navy and Marine Corps Medal for his role in the February 3, 1943 
rescue of 93 survivors from the S.S. Dorchester after the ship was torpedoed off the coast of 
Greenland. One of the Immortal Four Chaplains medals will also be on display.



Watkins, Hummer to Receive Meritorious Service Award
The Valley of Cincinnati congratulates these deserving Scottish Rite Masons

Worshipful Brothers Roger Watkins and Rodney Hummer, members of the Valley of Cincinnati, were elected at the 2016 
Ohio Council of Deliberation session to receive the prestigious Meritorious Service Award at the annual meeting of the 
Ohio Council of Deliberation, to be held on June 3, 2017 in Dayton, OH.

Worshipful Brother Roger Watkins was born in Huntington, WV, in 1949. He attended the public schools, and after 
graduation started a 30-year career at ACF Industries, Inc., as a millwright. He was raised a Master Mason in South Point 
Lodge No. 497 in 1994, and served as Worshipful Master in 1999, 2003, and 2013. He also served the 12th Masonic Dis-
trict as president in 2013. 

He is a member of LaGrange Chapter No. 68, Royal Arch Masons, Ohio Council No. 392, Royal and Select Masons, 
and Ironton Commandery No. 45, and has served as the presiding officer in all of those bodies. He was elected to Ohio 
Priory No. 18, Knights of the York Cross of Honour, in 2000 and is currently serving as Hospitaler for the 4th District. 
He joined the Scottish Rite, Valley of Cincinnati, in 1994 and has participated in several degrees throughout the years. 
He served the Lawrence County Scottish Rite Club as secretary/treasurer in 2003, 2004, and 2005. He has been a tireless 
promoter of Scottish Rite since becoming a member.

Watkins is also a member of the Order of the Eastern Star, serving as Worthy Patron in 1997, 1999, 2002, and 2006. 
He is also a member of the Order of Amaranth, serving as Grand Royal Patron in 2006, and has served as Royal Patron of his 
court a number of times. He served as a DeMolay Dad Advisor from 2004-2007, receiving the Honorary Legion of Honor 
in 2006. He was a member of the Advisory Board of Lawrence County Assembly, Order of Rainbow for Girls, and received 
the Grand Cross of Color in 2006. 

He was a police officer in South Point from 1977-1984, a paramedic for Southeast Ohio Medical Service from 1975-
1980, a volunteer fireman in South Point from 1975-1984, and was president of the South Point Athletic Boosters from 
1977-1980. He and his spouse, Linda, live in South Point, where he is a member of Syrene Missionary Baptist Church, 
where he serves on the Deacon Board and as youth director.

Worshipful Brother Rodney Hummer was born in Cincinnati, OH, in 1957, and is currently employed by KOI/Fisher 
Auto Parts in Cincinnati. Hummer was raised a Master Mason in Cynthia-Vattier Lodge No. 155 (now Kilwinning Lodge 
No. 356) in October, 1979, and served as Worshipful Master in 2005. He is a member of Norwood Chapter No. 193, Royal 
Arch Masons, where he is a Past High Priest. He is also a member of Cincinnati Council No. 1, Royal and Select Masons, 
and Hanselmann Commandery No. 16. He joined the Valley of Cincinnati in the fall of 1995, and has served on the Stage 

Committee almost continually since he became a member. Worshipful Brother Hummer currently resides in Bridgetown, and is a member of Cheviot United 
Methodist Church.

Wor. Bro. Roger Watkins

Wor. Bro. Rodney Hummer

Valley of Cincinnati Announces Plans for 2017 Family Day
If you enjoyed Stricker’s Grove, get ready to have a great time there again

The Valley of Cincinnati will host a day of fun, food, family, and friendship on Sunday, July 30, 2017, at Stricker’s Grove, located at 11490 Hamilton-Cleves Rd., 
Ross, OH 45013. The gates open at 1:00 p.m., and food is served from 3:00-5:30 p.m. Entry includes free parking, all rides, and mini golf. Arcade games are an 
additional cost. We will also enjoy free soda, ice cream, cotton candy, and popcorn all day. Seating for lunch is available in the hall and reserved shelter house. 
We are inviting Lodges to join us this year for this fun day. Tickets are on sale starting March 1, 2017 on 32masons.com or by mail (see order form) at a cost of 
$12.00 per person, plus a $1.00 handling fee. Children 2 years old and younger attend at no charge. No orders will be accepted after July 21, 2017.

SPRING REUNION LUNCH — APRIL 29, 2017
No orders will be accepted after April 21, 2017.

$5.00 per ticket, plus a $1.00 handling fee (first ticket only).

c I want one ticket ($6.00 total)
c I want ____ tickets ($6.00 for the first ticket, $5.00 additional)

Print Name:___________________________________________________

Member Number:__________________________       

Phone Number:____________________________ 

Tickets required:______          Total amount enclosed: _____________

Make check payable to Valley of Cincinnati. Mail with this form to 
Spring Reunion, c/o Valley of Cincinnati, 317 E. Fifth St., Cincin-
nati, OH 45202-3399.

FAMILY DAY AT STRICKER’S GROVE — JULY 30, 2017
No orders will be accepted after July 21, 2017.

$12.00 per ticket, plus a $1.00 handling fee (first ticket only).

c I want one ticket ($13.00 total)
c I want ____ tickets ($13.00 for the first ticket, $12.00 additional)

Print Name:___________________________________________________

Member Number:__________________________       

Phone Number:____________________________ 

Tickets required:______          Total amount enclosed: _____________

Make check payable to Valley of Cincinnati. Mail with this form to 
Family Day, c/o Valley of Cincinnati, 317 E. Fifth St., Cincinnati, OH 
45202-3399.



A Civil War Masonic Military Lodge
Submitted by Ymelda Rivera Laxton, Assistant Curator, Scottish Rite Masonic Museum & Library

The Scottish Rite Masonic Museum & 
Library has a number of Masonic and 
fraternal artifacts related to American Civil 
War history In its collection. Freemasons 
were among the thousands of Confederate 
and Union soldiers fighting throughout the 
four-year conflict. 

The stereocard presented above shows 
a Masonic military Lodge that was report-
edly photographed in November, 1863 on 
Folly Island, SC. It was not uncommon for 
Masons in the military to form military or 
traveling Lodges during times of war. 

The 1st New York Engineer Regi-
ment is believed to have established this 
particular Lodge. They constructed the 
Lodge from materials found on the island. 
This photograph is one of the most unique 
Masonic Lodge images in our collection.

Military Lodges were usually connect-
ed to specific units. Organizers received 
special dispensations from the Grand 

Lodge of the state in which the regiment 
was formed in order for their Lodge to 
be chartered and recognized. Like other 
Lodges, military Lodges needed a volume 
of sacred law—most likely a bible—and 
working tools commonly used in ritual, like 
a square and compasses, to meet. 

In 1861, the Grand Lodge of New 
York passed a resolution granting dispensa-
tions for military Lodges with a stipulation 
that no men from outside of New York 
could be made Masons in these Lodges 
without the permission of the Grand 
Lodge. 

In addition, the dispensation had to 
be recommended by a Lodge in the state 
and bear the names of seven petitioners. 
Many Grand Lodges granting dispensa-
tions for military or traveling Lodges were 
concerned about how these Lodges and 
their operations might impact the integrity 
of Freemasonry. 

In 1864, due to overwhelming jurisdic-
tional issues and questions about legality, 
New York passed a resolution against the 
“further establishment or continuance of 
military Lodges.” These special Lodges were 
just one of the many ways that Freemasonry 
was visible during the Civil War. 

This and many other interesting pho-
tographs are available to view in our online 
collections website: http://www.srmml.
org/collections/online-collections/.

For more information about our 
collection as it relates to Freemasonry 
during the Civil War, please visit http://
nationalheritagemuseum.typepad.com/
library_and_archives/. 

Photo credit: Interior View of Rustic Masonic 
Lodge, 1863. Sam A. Cooley (1821-1900); 
E.W. Sinclair, Folly Island, South Carolina. Spe-
cial Acquisitions Fund, Collection of the Scot-
tish Rite Masonic Museum & Library, 88.42.94.

In Memoriam
Phillip W. Stevens 12/2/2016
George C. Verkamp 12/2/2016
Thomas M. Calvert 12/3/2016
Charles A. Wermuth 12/3/2016

John Glenn, 33° 12/8/2016
Irving H. Rosen 12/8/2016
William R. Bond 12/11/2016
James E. Gravett 12/13/2016

Robert A. Hopkins 12/18/2016
Fred A. Mathews 12/23/2016
Robert R. Craycraft 12/27/2016





News from Children’s Dyslexia Centers of Cincinnati
Submitted by Patty Hons, Children’s Dyslexia Centers of Cincinnati

Students started back on January 4, 2017, 
after their winter break. Thirty-five students 
attend the Cincinnati Center, and 32 
students attend the Norwood Center. Each 
student is scheduled to participate in 31 
tutoring sessions over the next four months.

Children’s Dyslexia Centers of Cincin-
nati will celebrate these students, as well as 
the generosity of our many benefactors, at 
a program scheduled for May 13, 2017, at 
4:00 p.m., at the Norwood Center. This is 
a great event, and is open to anyone who 
would like to attend. We will showcase 

the graduating students, and recognize 
generous individuals and groups who have 
donated to the centers, and will have a leaf 
($500 donation) or stone ($1000 dona-
tion) added to the trees that are placed on 
the walls outside of each center.

Staff members from the Cincinnati 
and Norwood Centers now have the op-
portunity to participate in online classes 
provided through The Albers Foundation 
Grant. They will further their understand-
ing of phonology (how sounds are used 
in language), morphology (the study of 

words), and grammar (the rules for cor-
rect use of words together in phrases and 
sentences). 

The interactive and personal online 
format will allow them to learn from and 
share with scholars from all over the world 
and experience much more than the tradi-
tional lecture presentation type of course. 

This is a great opportunity for the 
staff, and we’re proud of their initiative to 
seek outside funding. In the end, it is our 
students who benefit most of all.

Rings send a message. For thousands of 
years, men have worn them to signal status, 
wealth, commitment, and association. They 
can send the message that you’re not avail-
able, that you’re part of a fraternal brother-
hood, or that you’re from a culture not 
afraid to display wealth on the hands.

The little (pinky) finger
Pinky rings have a couple of advantages. 
First, they don’t have religious or cultural 
associations in most cultures (unlike the 
ring finger), though family crests are often 
worn on the pinky finger. The second 
advantage of pinky rings is that, like rings 
on the fourth finger, they don’t touch or in-
terfere with the index/pointer finger at all.

Wearing a ring on your pinky finger 
also isolates it from your body a bit, making 
it more of an eye-popping statement. As 
a result, pinky rings tend to be among the 
busiest or flashiest of designs. It’s where you 
wear things when you want attention paid 
to them. 

The fourth (ring) finger
In much of North and South America, the 
ring finger is most commonly associated 
with wedding symbolism: a band on the 
right fourth finger indicates engagement, 
while a band on the left fourth finger indi-
cates marriage.

Nearly all men opt for a simple ring for 
their wedding band; a very small percent-
age also don an engagement ring (called a 
management ring) before exchanging vows. 
In either case, a large ring with a jewel or a 
three-dimensional design is far less likely 
to be taken for something related to your 
marital status.

The middle finger
The middle finger is your largest, boldest 
finger. Rings worn on the middle finger are 
surprisingly uncommon, though. In part, 
that’s because it’s adjacent to the index 
finger, and anything bulky can be quite a 
hindrance to fine manual tasks. Keep things 
small and simple.

The index (pointer) finger
There’s a natural instinct to keep the 
pointer finger clear, since we use it more 
than any other digit (except the thumb), 
but it turns out that a ring on this finger 
doesn’t interfere as much as wearing one on 
the finger next to it.

If you go back hundreds of years, the 
index finger was the most common loca-
tion for a man’s ring, which was generally 
a signet or a crest. In some parts of Europe, 
people below a certain rank were actually 
forbidden from wearing index finger rings, 
because they denoted specific family status.

The thumb
Thumb rings have a slightly outlandish feel 
to people who come from conventional 
North American culture, but they’re actu-
ally reasonably common worldwide. In 
most societies, a thumb ring on a man is a 
sign of wealth or influence, and they tend 
to be broad or bulky to reflect that (also to 
fit comfortably on the thumb, of course).

A thumb ring is also often the natural 
choice for men who want to wear multiple 
rings on the same hand, since it’s at least 
somewhat distanced from the others. A 
thumb ring gives everything some space.

The Five Rules of Wearing Rings
1. Every ring sends a message.
2. Be confident.
3. Maintain proportion to your hands.
4. Balance the ring(s) with other jewelry.
5. Match metals.

Reprinted by permission of Art of Manliness. For more 
content like this, visit artofmanliness.com.



Customs and Border Protection Cincinnati Port Director Richard Gillespie 
will provide an overview of CBP processes and procedures, with an  
emphasis on the CBP mission and how it translates to national and  
local operations. 

Mr. Gillespie began his law-enforcement career with the United States 
Border Patrol in 1996 in El Paso, Texas. In 2002, he started working  
for the former Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS) at the Detroit, 
Michigan Port of Entry where he served as the team leader for the Detroit 
Metro Airport Anti-Terrorism and Contraband Enforcement Team. 

After working for several years in Detroit, he was assigned to the  
Customs and Border Protection (CBP) pre-clearance post in Aruba, Nether-
lands Antilles, and then transferred to the CBP Field Operations Academy  
in Glynco, Georgia. 

Initially, Mr. Gillespie was a Lead Session Supervisor of CBP Basic Train-
ing, as well as a National Coordinator for the Anti-Terrorism Contraband 

Enforcement Team training program. While at Glynco, Mr. Gillespie completed a special detail as a Public Affairs Supervisory 
CBP Officer, where he served as a liaison to foreign governments and organizations and handled logistics for foreign visitors 
to the CBP Field Operations Academy. During his time at the Academy he was promoted to the rank of Senior Instructor,  
where he oversaw the Academy’s rotational instructor cadre and managed practical exercises required by trainees during  
CBP Officer Basic Training. These practical exercises constitute the largest single segment of the national training offered to 
all new recruits. 

In November 2014, Mr. Gillespie accepted the position as CBP Port Director for the Port of Cincinnati. In this role he is 
responsible for all CBP operations at the Cincinnati Trade Office, the Northern Kentucky/Cincinnati International Airport, and 
the DHL Express Consignment Operation, the latter of which is one of three worldwide superhubs for DHL Express.



Stay up to date with news and events in the Valley of 
Cincinnati by visiting our Website at 32masons.com, 
and be sure to drop by facebook.com/32masons and 
twitter.com/32masons for info on the go.


