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Spring Reunion: Welcome Home
The Scottish Rite experience returns to the Cincinnati Masonic Center

A year of traveling for degrees and events comes to a close with the Spring Reunion, which will
be held on April 29, 2017 at the Cincinnati Masonic Center. Fellowship and five degrees are on
the agenda.
The 4º, Master Traveler, starts at 8:15 a.m. This degree presents a series of impressive
vignettes to lay out a preview of the Scottish Rite journey. The 14º, Grand Elect Mason, begins
at 9:30 a.m. It provides impressive, unforgettable closure to the story of Ancient Craft Masonry,
and featues the presentation of the 14º ring to candidates. The 15º, Knight of the East or Sword,
starts at 11:00 a.m. The degree puts humility, truth, courage, and devotion in the spotlight.
Lunch is at 11:45 a.m., followed by the 18º, Knight of the Rose Croix of H.R.D.M., which
starts at 1:00 p.m. It emphaiszes the need for faith, hope and charity, and it affirms the broad
principals of universality and toleration.
The 32º, Sublime Prince of the Royal Secret, begins at 3:00 p.m. Here, commitment is put
to the test by temptation, and the beauty of service and sacrifice are celebrated. The Spring 2017
Reunion is is your opportunity to enjoy time with your fellow Scottish Rite Masons, enlist and
sponsor a new member, and enjoy excelSPRING REUNION LUNCH — APRIL 29, 2017
lent degree work.
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You, your family, and your friends are in for a delightful day as the
Valley of Cincinnati hosts a day for families and friends at Stricker’s
Grove on July 30, 2017. Get ready to enjoy an 18-hole mini-golf
course, arcade games, roller coasters, skee-ball, horseshoe pits, a baseball diamond, and lots more at this fun-filled program.
The gates open at 1:00 p.m., and food is served from 3:00-5:30
p.m. Entry includes free parking, all rides, and mini golf. Arcade
games are an additional cost. We will also enjoy free soda, ice cream,
cotton candy, and popcorn all day. Seating for lunch is available in
the hall and reserved shelter house.
We are inviting Lodges to join us this year for this fun day. Tickets are on sale at 32masons.com or by mail (see order form) at a cost
of $12.00 per person, plus a $1.00 handling fee. Children 2 years old
and younger attend at no charge. We cannot accept orders after July
21, 2017.
Stricker’s Grove is a family-owned and operated, private amusement park. It is located at 11490 Hamilton-Cleves Rd., near Ross,
OH, in Crosby Township, just north of Cincinnati. It’s home to
the Tornado and Teddy Bear roller coasters that are the only two
wooden coasters in Hamilton County. For more information
about Stricker’s Grove, visit strickersgrove.com.
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If you’ve been looking to become a watch
wearer yourself, or already are, but know
almost nothing about the timepiece you
tote around on your wrist, this article is for
you. From weighing the pros and cons of
different types of mechanisms, to offering dossiers on the various styles of men’s
watches, we’ll cover the basics of everything
you’ve always wanted to know about choosing and wearing this classic accessory.
Below you’ll find the ultimate guide
to men’s wristwatches—all the essential
information in one place, offered in an accessible, easy-to-understand way.
Watch movements
When you start familiarizing yourself with
watches, one word that’s going to come
up a lot is movement. Movement encompasses not only the sweep of a watch’s
hands around its face, but the way its inner
mechanisms produce that effect. A watch’s
movement is fundamental in how it works
and keeps time—consider it the heart of
the watch.
Watch movements come in three
types: mechanical, automatic, and quartz.
Below we explain the differences between
them and their pros and cons.
Mechanical
A mechanical watch has a movement that’s
powered by a mainspring—a coiled wire of
metal—that is, wound by hand. Once the
mainspring is wound, it slowly and evenly
unwinds, causing the second hand to move
in a smooth, sweeping motion around the
watch’s face. Most mainsprings are about
9-13 inches long. The longer the mainspring, the longer your mechanical watch’s
power reserve, and the longer you can go
between windings.
Not all mechanical movements are
created equal. The attention to detail and
craftsmanship that goes into a watch will
determine its smoothness and accuracy.
For many aficionados, mechanical
movement watches represent the crème
de la crème of timepieces due to their
traditional pedigree and the intricate work

and engineering that must go into creating
them. For these enthusiasts, owning a mechanical watch isn’t just about telling time,
it’s a way to express their appreciation for
history, refinement, and craftsmanship.
Pros of mechanical watches
No battery needed. Because a mechanical
watch is powered by a hand-wound mainspring, you’ll never have to go to a jeweler
to replace a battery. When the watch stops
ticking, just wind it up.
Smooth hand movement. For some
folks, a smooth sweeping movement on the
second hand is more aesthetically pleasing
than the tick tick tick of quartz watches. If
that’s important to you, go with a mechanical watch.
Character. The engineering and
work that goes into a mechanical watch is
breathtaking. Inside your watchcase are tiny
gears and springs that work together to give
you the time. Sure, no one usually sees it,
but that’s part of the charm; a watchmaker
has spent hours and hours perfecting a
mechanism that’s hidden from the eye. If
you appreciate craftsmanship, then consider
adding a mechanical movement watch to
your collection.
Tactile. For some, one of the appeals
of a mechanical watch is that the owner
must hand-wind it to keep it working.
There’s something about the ritual of winding your watch at the end of the day that
connects you more with time. There’s also
something to be said for having to regularly
tend to one of your possessions to keep it
alive and ticking.
Cons of mechanical watches
Requires regular winding. While most
mechanical watch mainsprings can go two
days without winding, it’s recommended
that you wind it once a day. As mentioned
above, some folks get pleasure from this,
but others find it a nuisance.
Sensitive to the environment. Because
a mechanical watch keeps time thanks to
a bevy of intricate springs and gears, its
movement can be highly susceptible to the

environment. Moisture, dust, shocks, and
magnets are the Four Horsemen of the
Mechanical Watch Apocalypse. Thankfully,
most modern varieties have been designed
to withstand these elements, but care
should still be taken. If you’re in an environment that puts you in frequent contact with
moisture, dirt, magnets, and/or big bumps
(like hammering or splitting wood), choose
a quartz watch for daily wear and save the
mechanical watch for dressier occasions.
Not as accurate. While a wellcrafted mechanical watch can keep time to
99.999% accuracy (which is about +/- 1
second a day), with age and use that accuracy starts to taper off. You’ll need to take
your mechanical watch into a jeweler every
5 to 10 years for a tune-up to maintain its
accuracy. What’s more, not all mechanical
watches are created equal; some are more
accurate than others. Finally, as mentioned
above, environmental factors can deteriorate a mechanical watch’s accuracy. If
strictly accurate timekeeping is your top
priority, then you’ll want to opt for a quartz
watch.
Expensive. All that craftsmanship
and precision engineering that goes into a
mechanical watch is going to cost you extra.
While there are some good mechanical
watches in the sub-$500 range, most are
more than that—often quite a lot more.
Automatic
Automatic watches are pretty much just
like mechanical—they’re powered by a
mainspring and use intricate gears to move
the watch hands—but they don’t require
the user to hand-wind the watch to keep it
ticking. Instead, your movement throughout the day winds up the mainspring while
you wear the watch. Hence, the name
automatic movement. They’re also known
as self-winding watches.
How does an automatic movement
watch self-wind? Well, there’s a small
weight inside the watch called a rotor that
moves as your wrist moves throughout the
day. It’s connected to the mainspring and
winds the mainspring as it moves. Auto-

matic watches also have a slipping clutch
device to prevent the watch from getting
over-wound while you’re wearing it.
If you’re not wearing your automatic
watch, you’ll want to put it in a watch
winder. This is particularly important to do
if your watch has features like a calendar or
date display.
Pros of automatic watches
No battery needed, and no hand-winding.
If having to hand-wind a mechanical watch
bothers you, but you still want the sophistication of a mechanical watch, an automatic
watch is a nice compromise.
Smooth movement. Just like manuallywound mechanical watches, automatic
watches have a nice, smooth hand movement.
Character. The same amount of
engineering and craftsmanship goes into an
automatic watch as a mechanical watch.
Cons of automatic watches
Sensitive to the environment. The same environmental factors that can foil a mechanical watch can gum up an automatic watch.
Needs to be stored in a watch winder when
not in use. While an automatic watch
doesn’t require winding if you wear it regularly, if you don’t, you’ll need to store it in
a watch winder. Winders are relatively inexpensive and they don’t take up too much
shelf space, but it’s one extra thing you have
to buy in order to own an automatic watch.
Less accurate. A well-crafted automatic watch can be as accurate as a well-crafted
mechanical watch, but it will lose some
accuracy over time and need tune-ups.
Expensive. Same issue as mechanical
watches. Craftsmanship and engineering
ain’t cheap!
Quartz
If you’re like most average Joes, the watch
on your wrist right now is probably a quartz
watch. There’s a reason for that. Quartz
watches are incredibly accurate and very
affordable.
Instead of being powered by a wound
mainspring, a quartz movement uses
electricity from a small battery. The battery
sends the electricity through a small quartz
crystal, causing the crystal to vibrate 32,768
times per second. The vibrations are measured by a circuit, which converts the vibration into a pulse, which moves the second
hand on the watch. Because quartz watches
use electric pulses to move the second hand,
they have a distinctive tick tick tick move-

Watch complications
Your basic wristwatch tells you the time.
But many wristwatches come with features
that also display the date or even the phase
of the moon. These little extras on wristwatches are called complications.
Besides calendars or moon phases,
other complications include alarms, power
reserve indicators, and repeaters (a feature
that chimes the hour and minutes on your
watch at the press of a button).
Then there’s the chronograph. The
chronograph is a separate and independent
time system which serves as a stopwatch.

Style dossiers
While there are a plethora of functional
men’s wristwatches out there from rubber
sport watches you’d wear while running a
5K to tactical digital watches with a bunch
of wiz-bang features, we’re going to focus
on wristwatches you’d wear to class up an
outfit. Sure, functional watches serve a purpose in a man’s life, but they just don’t look
that great with a suit or at the office.
When it comes to stylish men’s
wristwatches, there are basically five types:
dress, field, diver, aviator, and racing. We’ve
compiled dossiers on each one.
Dress Watch Birthed in the early 20th
century for well-to-do gentlemen who
wanted to start wearing their timepiece
on their wrist, rather than in their pocket.
The dress watch is all about simplicity and
sophistication; it’s sleek rather than encumbered. It’s not flashy, and draws attention to
itself in a subtle way—for its classiness and
how it compliments your get-up.
As the name implies, you wear a dress

Most chronographs consist of three small
dials (also called sub-registers) within the
main dial of the watch. On the side of the
watch’s case, you’ll usually find two buttons:
the top button starts/stops the chronograph, while the bottom button resets it.
On some watches, a chronograph is
paired with a tachymeter—a scale inscribed
around the rim of a watch. Using the chronograph and tachymeter together allows
a user to calculate all sorts of things like
speed, distance traveled, or fuel consumption (when you’re driving or flying).

watch for dressier, more formal occasions like with a business suit or a tuxedo
(though, there’s debate as to whether you
should ever wear a watch at all with black
tie). But you can also wear a dress watch
with everything on down to sharp casual. It
won’t pair well with a T-shirt and jeans.
Field Watch The field watch is the
descendant of the WWI trench watch,
which was designed for officers who needed
to coordinate attacks, tell time at night, and
sport a wristwatch that could withstand the
rigors of battle, all while still looking good.

ment. It’s not as smooth as a mechanical or
automatic watch.
Because quartz movements rely on
electricity and fewer moving parts, they’re
much more accurate and can withstand
far more of a beating than mechanical or
automatic watches. It’s for this reason that
most sport and field watches use a quartz
movement.

Field watches continue to evince a militaryesque vibe and are rugged, functional, and
stylish all at the same time.
Field watches are quite versatile and
can be worn on all kinds of adventures as
well as for everyday casual wear or even
business casual. So everything from jeans
and a t-shirt, to a sports coat and khakis.
For men, especially younger guys, who
don’t get dressed up in a suit very often, a
field watch is probably your best bet; its
simple, rugged style may best match your
personality and lifestyle.
Dive Watch Next to the field watch,
the dive watch is probably one of the most
common watch types you see men sporting.
And we likely have James Bond to thank for
that. Ever since Dr. No, 007 has been sporting a dive watch of some kind or another.
In the early Bond films, it was a Rolex
Submariner (which is why the dive watch

wear, business causal wear, and business
formal wear. And if you take your style cues
from James Bond, you can even get away
with wearing a dive watch with a tux.
Pilot Watch Wristwatches have been a
part of aviation since its inception. In fact,
one of the first purpose-specific men’s wristwatches ever made was for a pilot friend
of Louis Cartier back in 1904 (the iconic
Santos watch).
The size and more casual look of pilot
watches make them a good fit for more
casual get-ups, but not for black tie and
formal business wear.
Racing (or driving) watch Car racing
and wristwatches have been linked together
since the 1930s. That’s because racecar
driving relies on accurate timekeeping to
measure the outcome of the race. Rolex was
one of the first companies to capitalize on
this need for accurate timepieces by outfit-

is sometimes called a submariner); then
Pierce Brosnan turned the Omega dive
watch into Bond’s timepiece of choice.
As the name suggests, the dive watch
was designed for individuals who spend a
lot of time in or near water. Their primary
selling point is that they’re water resistant.
The first iteration of what became the dive
watch was likely the Rolex Oyster, which
was introduced in the 1930s. With its hermetically sealed case, it was one of the first
water resistant watches on the market.
While the dive watch was designed
for underwater use, its all-metal casing and
band, plus its iconic heritage, make it a suitable wristwatch for versatile everyday wear.
You can don it with your sports wear, casual

ting top drivers with their famous Oyster
watch back in the 1930s.
Racing watches tend to be flashier
looking than dive or pilot watches. Because
of their bold look, they’re more suitable for
casual than formal wear.
Picking the watch for your hand size
One of the factors to consider in choosing a
watch is how well proportioned the watch
is to your wrist and hand. If it’s too big for
your wrist, it will stand out and look garish;
too small and it will look like you’re wearing a lady’s timepiece.
The general rule is if the circumference
of your wrist is 6 to 7 inches, you want to
go with a watch that has a case diameter of

38-42 mm wide. If your wrist is larger than
7 inches, then you can go with cases that are
44-46 mm wide.
The best way to figure out if a watch
is proportional to your wrist and hand is
to try it on and eyeball it. Ask friends and
family for their opinion.
Of course, watches are statement
pieces. So if you want to go with the giant,
rap-mogul watch, go right ahead. Just
understand that by doing so, you’re communicating to the world that conspicuous
consumption is important to you.
Are expensive watches worth buying?
Once you decide what type and style of
watch you want, you’ll next need to decide
what kind of price range to look in.
When you see the $8,000 price tag on
a Rolex Submariner or that a TAG Heuer
Carrera goes for $4,500, you might ask
yourself Are these watches really worth that
much if they tell time just as well as my $10
Casio?
Well, that’s a complicated question to
answer and it somewhat depends on what
sort of luxury watch we’re talking about:
mass market luxury watches or luxury
luxury watches.
One criticism levied at mass-market
luxury watches is that the high price is
simply the result of clever marketing. Rolex
and TAG Heuer can charge thousands
of dollars for a watch not due to scarcity
(these companies mass-produce their iconic
watches by the hundreds of thousands
each year), but because they’ve created the
perception in the public through decades of
advertising that their watches are rare and
worth thousands of dollars.
While it’s true that the high prices of
mass-produced luxury watches are partly
due to branding, there are factors in the
watch itself that make it worth more than
your $200 watch from the department
store.
For starters, these luxury watches are
often made with fine metals like gold and
silver. Given the price of gold these days, a
gold Rolex is going to be expensive any way
you slice it. They also use a higher quality
glass or even sapphire to cover the watch
face.
What’s more, the technology and
thought that went into designing a massproduced luxury watch is typically far
superior to the technology and thought
that went into making a $200 department
store watch. In short, they’re made better,
work better, and last longer.

So with mass-market luxury watches,
you’re definitely getting a superior watch in
terms of its build and movement compared
to other watches, but you’re also paying for
the mystique, story, and social cache that
come with a brand name. It’s up to you to
decide if that’s important when buying a
watch.
That leads us to luxury luxury watches.
These are watches that can cost tens of
thousands and sometimes hundreds of
thousands of dollars. Companies like Audemars Piguet, Blancpain, and IWC exist in
this realm. These watches can command
these sorts of prices because they’re actually
scarce. Oftentimes, just a few hundred or
maybe a thousand of a particular watch are
made. And this isn’t some artificial scarcity.
They’re often meticulously handcrafted
(with the help of machines of course) from
the finest materials.
Some of the watches from these companies take months or even years to be finished. So, yeah, with these types of luxury
watches, you’re definitely getting what you
pay for: high-end craftsmanship.
Some folks are attracted to luxury cars,
and to luxury watches, for both reasons,
and they feel that the enjoyment they get
out of the possession warrants the steep
price tag.
For other folks, buying a luxury car,
or watch, will never cross their mind. It’s
not in their price range, and even if it was,
they’ve got other things they can spend that
money on, and luxury watches offend their
sense of republican virtue—their commitment to frugality and modesty (I’m admittedly in this camp).
That being said, frugality is of course
an entirely relative trait, which depends
on one’s personal income ( Jefferson and
Washington didn’t live in mud huts and
walk around in burlap sacks, after all). If a
billionaire wants to buy a $10,000 watch,
that doesn’t make him a spendthrift; it’s
just a drop in the bucket for him. Invest in
the best quality watch that fits your needs,
desires, and budget.
Well, there you go. A guide to the
world of horology. While we got pretty
comprehensive in this article, we only
scratched the surface on wristwatches. If
this topic interests you, check out sites
dedicated to all things wristwatches: Worn
and Wound, Hodinkee, and A Blog to
Watch are good examples.
Reprinted by permission of Art of Manliness. For more
content like this, visit artofmanliness.com.

Celebrating Grads and Donors
Submitted by Patty Hons, Children’s Dyslexia Centers of Cincinnati

Please join us on Sunday, May 21 at 4:00 p.m. at the Norwood Masonic Center (2020
Hopkins Ave., Cincinnati, OH 45212) as we celebrate another successful year for our
two learning centers. We will come together to congratulate our graduating students
and thank our generous donors. Those who gave $500 will have a leaf on the tree
outside one of the centers, and those who gave $1000 will be honored with a stone at
the base of the tree. We will also celebrate and recognize our learning centers’ tutors,
scholars, and of course, our two wonderful directors, Mrs. Cathie Arnold, Cincinnati
Center; and Mrs. Sara Harig, Norwood Center. It is because of the hard work of these
dedicated professionals that we are able to celebrate all the successes these centers have
achieved. Don’t miss this event!

Customs and Border Protection Cincinnati Port Director Richard Gillespie will provide an
overview of CBP processes and procedures, with an emphasis on the CBP mission and how it
translates to national and local operations.
Mr. Gillespie began his law-enforcement career with the United States Border Patrol in
1996 in El Paso, Texas. In 2002, he started working for the former Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS) at the Detroit, Michigan Port of Entry where he served as the team
leader for the Detroit Metro Airport Anti-Terrorism and Contraband Enforcement Team.
After working for several years in Detroit, he was assigned to the Customs and Border
Protection (CBP) pre-clearance post in Aruba, Netherlands Antilles, and then transferred to
the CBP Field Operations Academy in Glynco, Georgia.
Initially, Mr. Gillespie was a Lead Session Supervisor of CBP Basic Training, as well
as a National Coordinator for the Anti-Terrorism Contraband Enforcement Team training
program. While at Glynco, Mr. Gillespie completed a special detail as a Public Affairs Supervisory CBP Officer, where he served as a liaison to foreign governments and organizations
and handled logistics for foreign visitors to the CBP Field Operations Academy. During his
time at the Academy he was promoted to the rank of Senior Instructor, where he oversaw
the Academy’s rotational instructor cadre and managed practical exercises required by
trainees during CBP Officer Basic Training. These practical exercises constitute the largest
single segment of the national training offered to all new recruits.
In November 2014, Mr. Gillespie accepted the position as CBP Port Director for the
Port of Cincinnati. In this role he is responsible for all CBP operations at the Cincinnati
Trade Office, the Northern Kentucky/Cincinnati International Airport, and the DHL Express
Consignment Operation, the latter of which is one of three worldwide superhubs for
DHL Express.

Stay up to date with news and events in the Valley of
Cincinnati by visiting our Website at 32masons.com,
and be sure to drop by facebook.com/32masons and
twitter.com/32masons for info on the go.

