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Holiday Event Features Sweater Contest
Put on your best or worst holiday sweater and head to the Cincinnati Masonic Center

That sweater granny gave you—the one that’s still in its box—may end up making you the win-
ner of the sweater contest at this year’s Holiday in Voices event. Put it on, or buy a new one, and 
come to the Cincinnati Masonic Center on December 6, 2015 at 3:00 p.m.

This year’s Holiday in Voices program once again features the Scottish Rite Choir, accom-
panied by the Master’s Men from Christ’s Church in Mason, OH to vocally celebrate the season. 
The show will feature several traditional carols and sing-a-longs with the audience.

Founders Hall will be decorated for the season, and light refreshments will be available 
starting at 2:00 p.m. Bring your children, grandchildren, or some children at heart to have free 
pictures taken with Santa. Pictures will be available for pick-up after the show in Founders Hall. 
You participation can yield a lifetime of memories.

Feasts for the East
The Valley of Cincinnati will host two sepa-
rate recognition dinners for 2016 Masters 
of all Blue Lodges in the jurisdiction of our 
Valley. Each Master will receive an invita-
tion at their Convocation of Past Masters on 
Saturday, December 5, 2015.

Our Masters and a guest will be invited 
to join the Valley of Cincinnati Ancient 
Accepted Scottish Rite for a wonderful meal 
and receive a special lapel pin for the year 
2016. The first will be on Thursday January 
14, 2016 at 6:30 p.m. at the Cincinnati Ma-

sonic center, and the second at the Portsmouth Brewing House in Portsmouth, OH on Sunday, 
January 17, 2016 at 2:00 p.m. 

The Valley of Cincinnati hosts these events to honor the leaders of Blue Lodge Masonry in 
our Valley. Last year’s events were very successful and were enjoyed by all who attended. If you 
will serve as Worshipful Master during 2016, you will receive an invitation. Reservations for this 
year’s events are necessary. Check your invitation for registration details. We look forward to a 
wonderful dinner with our Blue Lodge leaders and their spouses or significant others.



Photos by Michael A. Himes, 33º



I felt a need, as a young man, recently graduated from college, with 
a new job at a major manufacturer, to temper my new experiences 

with the experience and influence of other men of good character 
and principles. It was not a desire for guidance as to “right or wrong” 
or “good or evil,” as I felt that I had a solid foundation in that area, as 
a result of my parental upbringing. Rather, it was a desire for friend-
ships with men of like ideals, who exemplified by their behaviors, the 
principles that I held dear.

Over time I met many people, some of whom displayed the be-
haviors that I admired and valued. I strove to form friendships with 
those people, which through conversation and observation impacted 
my growth. The question that seemed to pose itself in my conscious 
mind was, ‘What, if any, was the common denominator about these 
men that attracted me to form associations with them?’ The answer 
to this question appeared to be that most of those men were mem-
bers of the fraternity of Freemasons.

That realization led me on a three-year study of the fraternity, 
to discover the guiding principles of the organization, and perhaps 
discover if there was some common reason that might explain why 
the men that I had befriended, were also members of the fraternity. 
I thereby discovered the tenets of the fraternity and other principles 
that seemed to coincide well with my personal beliefs, and that 
seemed to mesh well with the behaviors that I had observed in my 
new friends. 

I concluded that, if other men were also drawn to the frater-
nity for these or similar reasons, then becoming a member of that 
fraternity might offer a tremendous opportunity for me to meet and 

associate with many other men with moral and principled ideals, 
similar to my own. I felt that these associations would offer opportu-
nities for mutual spiritual growth that would be well suited to help-
ing guide each other along the path to everlasting life and the Divine 
Creator of the universe.

After joining the fraternity, I indeed met many other men of 
high standards, who guided me to some of the appendant bodies of 
Masonry. On investigation, I discovered that these offered additional 
opportunities for spiritual growth through service to others and 
the community in general—two keys, I believe, to everlasting life 
with our Creator. This desire led me to membership in the Scottish 
Rite under the guidance of one of my Lodge mentors, W.B. and Ill. 
Thomas F. Kinder. 

As I became more involved in the Scottish Rite, Valley of 
Cincinnati, I discovered that the opportunities, for mutual personal 
growth through service, abounded. Indeed, the associations that I 
have formed with my Masonic Brothers have been beneficial in guid-
ing me along life’s path; and, in the words of Constans, I hope that, 
‘If it be true that by companionship and service with my Brethren I 
am doomed to eternal death, grant it to me, O my God, that before 
that dreadful day of wrath I may labor as a good Mason and by Thy 
grace lead at least one of Thy children, my brothers, to the perfect 
light, where he may be saved from eternal darkness. Help me to labor 
for my brethren and I shall trust to be saved myself by Thy loving 
kindness. My hope is in God.’ 
 
SHARE YOUR STORY
Give your fellow Scottish Rite Masons a glimpse into why 
you joined this great fraternity by sending your story to Ben 
P. Rosenfield, 32º, editor, at benr@32masons.com. Acceptable 
formats: Microsoft Word document (.doc or .docx), text only 
(.txt), or plain text in the body of your e-mail message. Sorry, 
but we cannot accept hand-written entries. All submissions are 
due no later than the first of the month for the following issue. 
All submissions will be considered for publication, and all sub-
missions are subject to the editorial process, including editing 
for length and content.

DOUGLAS A. SUNNENBERG, 32º

Coming Soon in the Valley of Cincinnati
Update your mobile devices, mark your calendars, and plan to participate in these great events

November 12, 2015  Stated meeting, DeSilver Room at the Cincinnati Masonic Center, 7:30 p.m. Business attire.
November 21, 2015  Monuments of Our Future, Lawrence County hosting at Proctorville Lodge No. 550, located at 340 Grant St., Proctorville, OH 
45669. The event will feature complimentary lunch at 1:00 p.m., followed by the AASR vignette, “The Monuments of Our Future.”
December 2, 2015  Breakfast Lecture Series, Cincinnati Masonic Center. Event features Cintrifuse CEO Wendy Lea. Complimentary breakfast at 7:45 
a.m.; discussion with Q&A at 8:10; conclusion by 9:00 a.m. Call 513-421-3579 or visit cincinnatimasoniccenter.com/bls to register. 
December 6, 2015  Family Holiday Program, Cincinnati Masonic Center.
January 14, 2015  Masters Recognition Dinner, Cincinnati Masonic Center, 6:30 p.m. Those who will serve as Worshipful Master in 2016 will receive  
an invitation.
January 16, 2016  4º and 16º, hosted by Adams County Club.
January 17, 2016  Masters Recognition Dinner, Cincinnati Masonic Center. Those who will serve as Worshipful Master in 2016 will receive an invitation.
February 13, 2016  Stated meeting, 4º and 26º, hosted by Butler and Warren County Clubs.
February 20, 2016  Mid-Winter Degrees, hosted by Valley of Dayton.
March 17, 2016  March Madness and St. Patrick’s Day Party, Cincinnati Masonic Center.
March 19, 2016  4º and 29º, hosted by Scioto County Club.
April 14, 2016  Stated meeting and nominations, DeSilver Room at the Cincinnati Masonic Center,  
7:30 p.m. Business attire.
April 16, 2016  4º, 14º, Scottish Master Mason Degree, Cincinnati Masonic Center.
May 12, 2016  Annual Meeting, Cincinnati Masonic Center, 7:30 p.m. Business attire.
June 3-4, 2016  Ohio Council of Deliberation, Akron, OH.
August 27, 2016  A Night for Couples, location TBD.
September 8, 2016  Fall Kickoff, location TBD.



The following editorial is excerpted from the May 1915 issue of The 
Builder magazine. Do the editor’s opinions still ring true today?

There are those who regret, if they do not actually resent, the spirit 
of restlessness which more and more prevails in the Fraternity in 
respect to its future. Surely that is shortsightedness. What we should 
rather deplore is an attitude of settled self-satisfaction and smug 
complacency with things as they are.

Everything advances, improves, broadens, and Masonry must 
keep step with the march of mankind, or step aside. An institution 
that does not, will not, or cannot adapt itself to the conditions and 
demands of the new and changed time in which we live, is doomed.

Today, thousands of men, especially young men, are asking of 
Masonry the very same question which she asked of them when they 
knocked at her door: Whence came you and what came you here 
to do? They are not irreverent. They are not radical iconoclasts. But 
they know that the demand of this age is for efficiency, and they are 
eager to have a part in making Masonry effective in the fulfillment of 
the great purpose for which it exists. 

Between those who will let nothing alone and those who will 
allow nothing to be improved, there is a middle path of cautious 
progress and development. John Bright held it to be the study of 
a wise statesman to “make the past glide easily and safely into the 
future, without loss;” with which agrees the wisdom of Burke that 
the useful man is he who has “the disposition to conserve and the 
ability to improve.” 

For, if we do not conserve what we have, we cannot improve it, 
or apply it. Nor can we really conserve it without constantly improv-
ing and applying it. But we must have not only the wish but also the 
knowledge and ability to improve, else we shall lose what we have 
in blunderingly trying to get what we want. Therefore, if our young 
men are to serve Masonry and make it effective for its high end, they 
must be taught what Masonry is, whence it came, what it brought 
to us from the past, and what it is trying to do in this tangled and 
turbulent world. So and only so can they wisely conserve its holy and 
historic tradition and apply its spirit and teachings to the problems 
of the present. 

Everywhere the signs of an awakening of the Masonic Spirit 
multiply, and for no gift of the Almighty, whose inspiration has given 
man understanding, ought we to be more grateful. Just because this 
is so; because the Craft hears the call of great opportunity, and feels 
the pressure of far-reaching demands, we must keep our minds clear 
and our hearts responsive, lest we be swept too far in one direction 
or turn aside into another. 

As for ye humble editor, he must confess that in regard to the 
fundamental principle and purpose of Masonry he is a standpatter 
who cannot be moved. For that very reason, in regard to the im-
provement and application of Masonry, the effort to make its ritual 
more radiant, its symbolism more luminous, its philosophy more 
understandable, its spirit more active and its labors more practical 
and efficient, he is a progressive who cannot be stopped. What is 
more, he is sure that this is the attitude of the great majority of the 
Craft, and that we are on the eve of a new day in Masonry. 

This at least is manifestly true, as one of the ablest of our Ma-
sonic students puts it in a thoughtful letter: “Masonry ought to be 
more than a social club, or a dramatic society, or a charity institute, 
or a building association. Maybe it ought to be all these things, but it 
must be something more.” 

Exactly; and he might have added that it is that Something 
More which has made Masonry what it is, preserved it through the 
ages, winning to it the homage and loyalty of brave and true men; 
and that Something More—by which we mean its sweet spirit of 
Brotherly Love, the wise Faith which it inspires, the simple Truths 
which it teaches, the passion for Liberty and Equality which it 
evokes, and the noble Spirituality which it cultivates—will yet make 
it what it ought to be, conserving its heroic tradition and giving 
shape to its future. More than an institution, more than a tradition, 
more than a society Masonry is one of the forms of the Divine Life 
upon earth; and a spirit so benign and beautiful, an influence so 
quiet and unresting, was never more needed than today. 

Three paths would seem to be open to our Order, two of which 
are full of promise of fruitful achievement, and one, alas, dark with  

Continued on page 7

What Might the Future Hold for Freemasonry?
The editor of The Builder magazine considers this topic in an edition published one hundred years ago



The Breakfast Lecture Series at the Cincinnati Masonic Center is pleased to welcome Cintrifuse CEO 
Wendy Lea as its featured speaker on Wednesday, December 2, 2015. Complimentary breakfast starts at 
7:45 a.m. The discussion begins at 8:10 a.m., followed by a Q&A session. The program concludes by 9:00 
a.m. Register online at www.cincinnatimasoniccenter.com/bls or call 513-421-3579.

Cintrifuse is a Cincinnati-based organization that acts as a catalyst for the region, energizing it by 
enabling the building of high-growth companies. An accomplished leader and passionate innovator, Lea has 
more than three decades of experience helping companies drive predictable growth through trusted relation-
ships with customers and partners. An expert at leading digital innovation, she’s lived and worked from coast 
to coast, personally delivering business solutions in more than 30 countries around the world.

Get Ready for a Monumental Time in Lawrence County
The Lawrence County Club looks forward to showing you a fun-filled afternoon

The Lawrence County Club is excited to host the Valley of Cincinnati’s second traveling event on Saturday, November 21, 2015 at Proctorville 
Lodge No. 550, located at 340 Grant St., Proctorville, OH 45669. The event will feature complimentary lunch at 1:00 p.m., followed by the 
AASR vignette, “The Monuments of Our Future,” written by the Valley of Cincinnati’s very own John M. Cutter, 33º. 

Of interest: The land where Proctorville is now situated was originally settled in 1797. It was then called Quaker Bottom. Its proximity 
to the Ohio River made Quaker Bottom a trading center throughout the 1800s. In 1834, Jacob Proctor established a general store next to the 
wharf, after which riverboat captains referred to the town as Proctor’s Landing.  The town name was changed to Proctorville in Jacob’s honor 
when it was incorporated in 1878. The East End Bridge, pictured above connects Proctorville to Huntington, WV across the Ohio River.



A Tremendous 
Way to Serve
Membership on the 14º Ring Service 
Committee is an important and unique 
way to serve your Lodge and Valley. 

Joining the 14º Ring Service Com-
mittee can be a relatively simple process. 
Keep in mind that while membership on 
this committee calls for an extremely high 
level of dedication and preparedness, 
by joining the committee and performing 
the 14º Ring Service, you are exercising 
Brotherly Love in an extraordinary way, 
and you are helping restore peace to the 
troubled minds of a departed Brother’s 
family and friends. 

To be considered for membership 
on the 14º Ring Service Committee, start 
by contacting Michael Stewart, Deputy 
Master, Gibulum Lodge of Perfection, at 
513-255-3665 or mrstewart@kc8onw.
net. He will then arrange for you to re-
ceive a copy of the 14º Ring Service. 

You must commit the entire service 
to memory and be able to perform it 
proficiently before he will issue you your 
first assignment. 

Basic protocols will be explained 
in detail so that you’ll know what to do 
before, during, and after you perform 
the 14º Ring Service ceremony at a 
Brother’s funeral or memorial service. A 
member of the committee will be with 
you for your first couple services to as-
sist, if required.

The 14º Ring Service can only 
be performed by members of the 14º 
Ring Service Committee and, then, by 
assignments given by the Deputy Master 
of Gibulum Lodge of Perfection, who 
serves as Chairman of the committee. 
No other individual or fraternal body 
is authorized to perform the 14º Ring 
Service.

Your participation will help keep 
the 14º ring and the 14º Ring Service 
integral parts of the Scottish Rite experi-
ence that the Valley of Cincinnati proudly 
provides its candidates and members for 
many years to come.

Brother to Brother
Personal contact is a powerful way to 
show our commitment to caring for 
our Brothers. The Valley of Cincinnati’s 
Brother to Brother calling program will 
enable you show how much you care. 

As a participant, you will be pro-
vided with a list of names and numbers 
each month. All you have to do is make 
the calls. This simple act can make a big 
difference in a Brother’s life.

We need your help. Join by con-
tacting Michael A. Himes, 33º, at the 
Scottish Rite office at 513-421-3579, 
ext. 1600, 800-561-3579, ext. 1600, or 
mhimes@32masons.com. 

Continued from page 5 

 
danger. First of all, Masonry can go on as it is, working quietly in behalf of unity, amity and 
friendship among men, bringing men of differing faiths and types of mind and effort together 
at its altar of light and prayer, the while it teaches them in parable, symbol and drama the 
truths that make it worth our time to live and let live, think, and let think. Forming one great 
society over the whole round earth—a fraternity of free men, founded upon moral truth and 
spiritual faith—its mission is to make men friends, to refine and exalt their lives, to turn them 
from bigotry and falsehood to charity and love of truth. 

While not a religion, it religiously holds the right and duty of every man to worship in 
the way his heart loves best, granting to every other man the like precious privilege. Holding 
aloof from separate sects and parties, it lays emphasis upon the things that underlie all creeds 
and overarch all sects, seeking to bring about that great fellowship of humanity in which God 
is most truly found and known. 

Truly, no more worthy purpose can inspire any order than the earnest, active endeavor to 
bring men into closer fellowship with one another and with spiritual reality. This is as much 
needed today as ever before, and if Masonry did nothing else it would be entitled to the grati-
tude of humanity.

Unfortunately, another path lies very near our feet just now, and many Masons are sorely 
tempted to take it, owing to the aggressive activity of influences which threaten, as they think, 
all that they hold dear. No doubt the provocation is great, and even a blind man up a tree can 
see the facts which fill them with alarm, albeit he may also see how easily those facts may be 
magnified or distorted by anger and alarm. 

Admit that the facts are as dark as they are depicted, still there remains the question as to 
how we can best meet them, what should be our spirit and method. Fighting evil with evil is 
the ultimate folly. 

Not only does it fail, but the fighters become infected by the virus of the enemy whom 
they would overthrow, and so in the end are themselves overthrown. Every man and Mason 
will act when he is needed in the cause of liberty and righteousness, afraid of no one, quarrel-
ling with no one, alert, wary, and without compromise. 

But to turn Masonry aside from its high tradition, and make of it a militant order to 
meddle in politics, is to invite disaster, alienating thousands of thoughtful men from its altar, 
and defeating the very end for which it exists. Let us never forget the wise words of Emerson, 
that “the largest is always the truest sentiment,” and that we can only overcome evil with good.

Instead, let us renew our vows of loyalty to the great and far-shining principles of Free-
masonry, and invoke its spirit to descend upon us anew, trusting the lower of Truth, the worth 
of Character, and the wisdom of Love. Any other course means ruin—which God forfend—
making of Masonry only one more factor in the world of factional feud, an indistinguishable 
atom in a mass of sectarian and partisan agglomeration. 

The future of our Fraternity lies in a return to the faith of its fathers, in so far as we have 
departed from it; bringing the wisdom of the past to the service of the present; teaching the 
truth that makes men free, “with malice toward none, with charity for all;” showing in the 
quality of our private lives and public service what Masonry means and the kind of citizens 
it produces; in short, to make of Masonry today, on a large scale, what in former times it was 
on a small scale—an order of men initiated, sworn, and trained to make liberty, justice, sweet 
reasonableness, and brotherly love prevail. 

There may be those who will think this a lame and impotent ending of an argument, to 
say nothing of a prophecy; but a longer pondering will show them, if they be wise, that the 
things which made Masonry great in days agone are the things which will make it greater in 
the future. For the rest, ye editor does not believe in the infallibility of any man—not even in 
his own—and he may be in part or altogether wrong in what he has here set down. If so, he 
begs to be put to rights by his Brethren, and will listen to all they may have it in their hearts  
to say. 

Indeed, he invites a thorough discussion of the question, What is to be the future of 
Freemasonry? It must be much in the minds of thoughtful Masons today, living as we are in a 
time of upheaval, of questionings many and uncertainties not a few; the more so because, as a 
fact, we are answering the question whether we know it or not—making today the Masonry 
of tomorrow! Since the future will have nothing in it save what we bring to it and put into it, 
surely it behooves us to bethink ourselves betimes, never forgetting the words of the wise poet: 
“Keep the young generations in hail, Bequeath to them no tumbled house!”
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