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Sold-Out Spring Reunion a Grand Slam
Members and candidates enjoyed a day of degrees and baseball in this unique event

Thirty-nine candidates started their Scottish Rite adventure as part of the Cincinnati Reds Class 
at the Spring Reunion on April 11, 2015. Five degrees and a baseball game at Great American 
Ball Park made for an enjoyable and memorable day. Candidates experienced live portrayals of 
the of the 14º, 19º, and 32º, as well as recorded presentations of the 4º and 22º.

Refreshments were available during the time spent at the Cincinnati Masonic Center. They 
must have gotten everyone’s appetite going, because the pulled pork, brats, pasta salad, cole slaw, 
and other delights in our buffet at Great American Ball Park were all destroyed in short order by 
those participating in this sold-out Scottish Rite event.

The Cincinnati Reds didn’t win the game, but candidates and members were treated to a 
championship experience all day long. Several Brothers have shared encouraging feedback about 
the day. A couple of great comments follow. Rest assured that you’ll find more great programs 
coming your way this summer!

“I had a fantastic day at the Valley of Cincinnati. Thank you to everyone invol-
ved in the degrees. Way too many Brothers to name, but know you made for a 
very rich experience for all of the candidates!” — Rodney Epperson, 32º

“I just wanted to let everyone out there know that the Spring Reunion was a 
hit. Had a great day of degree work then an amazing day at the ball park ... 
plus great fellowship with great Brothers. If you were not there, you missed 
out.” — Jeffrey Honaker, 32º

Scottish Rite Library Turns 40
Institution was founded by, and is supported by, Scottish Rite Masons in the N.M.J.

In 1968, the Supreme Council of the Scottish Rite acquired a 21-acre parcel of land in Lexing-
ton, MA, for the construction of a headquarters building. Ideas for a broader use of this prime 
acreage quickly developed. George A. Newbury, 33º, then Sovereign Grand Commander, pro-
posed the construction of a national museum and library of fraternal and American history. 

The museum’s mission would be to inspire patriotism and love of country in future genera-
tions; preserve fraternal and American history; maintain and extend the ideals upon which our 
nation was founded; and promote a deeper appreciation of the tenets of Freemasonry—integ-
rity, service to others, and brotherhood. 

The Supreme Council of the N.M.J. dedicated the new museum and library on April 20, 
1975. Since then, the museum has taken in more than 60,000 books and archival materials, 
more than 17,000 objects, including more than 400 aprons, more than 2,500 badges and pieces 
of jewelry, and more than 1,000 items of regalia, forming one of the largest collections of Ameri-
can fraternal and Masonic material in the country.





The Valley of Cincinnati is honored to host the 118th Annual Ses-
sion of Ohio Council of Deliberation. All 32° Scottish Rite Masons 
in good standing are eligible to attend this meeting of the governing 
body of Scottish Rite Masonry in Ohio. Members of Ohio Council 
of Deliberation are voting delegates.

Reservations and registration
The headquarters hotel is the Hilton Netherland Plaza, 35 W. 5th 
St., Cincinnati, OH, 45202. Reservations can be made by visiting the 
Annual Session page at ohioscottishrite.com or calling  the hotel at 
800-445-8667 and using group code OCD. The deadline for secur-
ing the group rate is May 20, 2015. Hotel reservations are available 
via Web or phone only. No mail orders.

Event reservations
Make your meal reservations online at the Annual Session page of 
ohioscottishrite.com, or fill out the order form on this page. Be sure 
to include payment in the form of a check made payable to Valley of 
Cincinnati. Reservations must be received by Friday, May 29, 2015.
No phone reservations or late reservations will be accepted.

June 12, 2015
Men’s Registration  9:30-3:30 Foyer  4th Floor
Ladies’ Registration  9:30-3:30 Rosewood Room 4th Floor
Ladies’ Luncheon ($18)  1:00-3:00 Continental Ballroom Mezzanine
OCD Afternoon Session  1:30-3:30 Hall of Mirrors 3rd Floor
OCD Banquet ($40)  6:30-9:00 Pavilion Ballroom 4th Floor

June 13, 2015
Men’s Registration  7:00-10:00 Foyer  4th Floor
Ladies’ Registration  7:00-10:00 Foyer  4th Floor
Men’s Breakfast Buffet ($18) 7:30-9:00 Continental Ballroom Mezzanine
OCD Official Session  9:15-11:30 Pavilion Ballroom 4th Floor
Ladies’ Breakfast ($20)  9:30-11:30 Hall of Mirrors 3rd Floor

The Valley of Cincinnati is 
pleased to announce that 
Brothers Matthew Helton and 
Charles Marrs will receive the 
Meritorious Service Award at 
this year’s OCD session. Both 
have been Scottish Rite Masons 
for many years and have served 
the Valley of Cincinnati in a 

variety of important ways. We thank them for their extraordinary 
dedication to the Scottish Rite and our Valley.

Marrs

OCD Reservations — Due by May 29, 2015

June 12 — Ladies’ Luncheon # of tickets ordered: _____  x $18= _______

June 12 — OCD Banquet  # of tickets ordered: _____  x $40 = _______

June 13 — Men’s Breakfast Buffet # of tickets ordered: _____  x $18 = _______

June 13 — Ladies’ Breakfast # of tickets ordered: _____  x $20 = _______

Total payment for all events: $ ________+ $3.00 handling fee = $____________

PRINT NAME(S):____________________________________________

ADDRESS:_______________________________________________

CITY/STATE/ZIP:____________________________________________

VALLEY:__________________________   PHONE:_________________

E-MAIL ADDRESS:___________________________________________

DIETARY RESTRICTIONS:_______________________________________

Return with a self-addressed, stamped envelope and a check payable to Valley of Cincinnati. Mail to 
OCD 2015, 317 E. 5th St., Cincinnati, OH 45202-3399. Must be received by May 29, 2015.

Helton



Valley of Cincinnati to Land at USAF Museum in June
Guided tours and great food will make for a special day of family-friendly fun

Join the Valley of Cincinnati on June 27 for an exciting day at the National Museum of the United States Air Force at Wright-Patterson Air 
Force Base, just six miles northeast of Dayton, OH. Powerful exhibits that bring history to life and connect the Wright brothers’ legacy with 
today’s stealth and precision technology await. The first guided tour for our group starts at 10:00 a.m. Later, we will travel as a group to Marion’s 
Piazza in Centerville for a family-friendly meal. 

The National Museum of the United States Air Force is internationally acclaimed as the world’s largest and oldest military aviation muse-
um. The museum dates its origins back to 1923, when it opened to the public in an aircraft hangar at the edge of McCook Field near downtown 
Dayton. From the informal showing of World War I planes and equipment of both the United States and foreign governments, the collection 
has grown to more than 360 aerospace vehicles and missiles, plus thousands of aviation artifacts on display.

According to the museum, area residents donated funds to purchase more than 5,000 acres of land in the 1920s to help establish Wright 
Field as a research center to replace the outgrown McCook Field. The museum moved to Wright Field, and between 1927 and 1935, it occupied 
8,100 square feet of space in a laboratory building.

In 1935, the museum got its first real home in the form of a specially designed building at Wright Field, costing $203,000. Funding came 
through the Works Progress Administration. By this time, the museum collection included more than 3,000 items. But the new home was con-
verted to wartime use in 1941, and the collection went into storage.

At the end of the war, General H.H. “Hap” Arnold directed the collection of items for the opening of a National Air Museum. The Air 
Technical Service Command, predecessor to Air Force Materiel Command, assumed the task of locating aircraft for the new National Air Mu-
seum of the Smithsonian Institution. In 1947, the Air Force decided to re-open the Air Force Museum to emphasize aircraft technical develop-
ments, using aircraft and equipment not needed by the National Air Museum. Housed in Building 89, the collection was open by appointment 
only until April 1955 when it was opened to the public. It was located at adjoining Patterson Field in a World War II structure that had housed 
an engine-overhaul facility. Attendance in 1955 totaled 41,662 visitors. Since then, attendance has spiraled to approximately one million visitors 
a year.

During the 1980s, the museum supervised the development of a Memorial Park on a portion of its 400-acre site. More than 600 memorials 
have since been dedicated to commemorate the military service of individuals and organizations. Interested citizens financed each memorial, 
whether a tree with a simple plaque or an elaborate granite monument.

We hope you’ll be able to participate in this unique program. If you plan to take part, please visit the USAF Museum event page on our 
Website, 32masons.com, and complete the online response form. 



Check it out, man! An 18-hole mini-golf course, arcade, 
skee-ball, horseshoe pits, roller coasters and rides, a base-
ball diamond, and lots more will all be ready for you and 
your family crew to enjoy at the Valley of Cincinnati’s 2015 
Family Picnic at Stricker’s Grove on May 31, 2015.

The place is located at 11490 Hamilton-Cleves Rd. Dig 
this: We’ll be feelin’ really cool in the air-conditioned hall. It 
opens at noon and closes at 8:00 p.m. The rides run from 
1:00-4:00 and 5:00-8:00 p.m. We’ll have a buffet dinner from 
3:00-5:30. Goodies from the concession stand are on the 
house!

The entire day of fun is yours for $7.50 per person! Chil-
dren younger than two years of age get in for free. Tickets 
are now on sale at 32masons.com, or you can use the order 
form on this page. We don’t mean to bum you out, but we 
can’t take any orders after May 22.

FAMILY PICNIC — MAY 31, 2015

No orders will be accepted after May 22, 2015.

Cost is $7.50 per ticket, plus a $1 handling fee (first ticket only).

Print Name:___________________________________________________

Member Number:__________________________       

Phone Number:____________________________ 

Tickets required:______          Total amount enclosed: _____________

Make check payable to Valley of Cincinnati. Mail with this form to 
Family Picnic, 317 E. 5th St., Cincinnati, OH 45202-3399.



Your summer plans just got a whole lot better. Prepare to come aboard Celebrations River-
boats for an enjoyable time on August 22, 2015. You and your guest will enjoy dinner, a blues 
band, and outstanding fellowship in an intimate and relaxed atmosphere. This event is open to 
all Masons, as well as prospective Lodge members, and their significant others. Please feel free 
to invite potential members.

Tickets are $30 per person. No orders will be accepted after August 10, 2015. Order 
online at 32masons.com or by mail with the order form on this page. Boarding for this adults-
only riverboat cruise will begin at 5:30 p.m. The ship casts off by 6:00 p.m., and the cruise will 
end at approximately 9:00 p.m. The B Hatfield Blues Band will provide the entertainment. 
Dinner, entertainment, and non-alcoholic drinks are included in the price. A cash bar will be 
available. Visit celebrationriverboats.com for more information.

RIVERBOAT CRUISE — AUGUST 22, 2015

No orders will be accepted after Aug. 10, 2015.

Cost is $30 per ticket, plus a $1 handling fee (first ticket only). Enter GUEST for member 
number if the participant is not a Scottish Rite Mason.

Print Name:__________________________________   Member Number:_________________________       

Phone:____________________________   Ticket qty:______   Total amount enclosed: _____________

Make check payable to Valley of Cincinnati. Mail with this form to Riverboat Cruise, 317 E. 
5th St., Cincinnati, OH 45202-3399.

Upcoming Events
May 13  Breakfast Lecture Series  
Cincinnati City Manager Harry Black is 
the featured speaker. Complimentary 
breakfast is available at 7:45 a.m. The 
presentation begins at 8:10, followed by 
a Q&A session. The event ends by 9:00.

May 14  Annual Meeting  The annual 
meeting of the four coordinate bodies, 
including officer elections and instal-
lation, will be held at 7:30 p.m. in the 
Scottish Rite Auditorium at the Cincin-
nati Masonic Center. Business attire.

May 31  Family Picnic  Noon to 
8:00 p.m. at Stricker’s Grove, 11490 
Hamilton-Cleves Rd., near Ross, OH. 
Tickets are $7.50 per person. No charge 
for children two or younger. 

June 12-13  OCD Annual Session  
The headquarters hotel is the Hilton 
Netherland Plaza, 35 W. 5th St., Cincin-
nati, OH, 45202. 

June 27  USAF Museum Visit  The 
first guided tour for our group starts at 
10:00 a.m. Dinner to follow at Marion’s 
Piazza in Centerville. 

June 29  OCD Golf Outing  York Golf 
Club, 7459 N. High St., Columbus, OH 
43235. Four-man, best-ball scramble. 
Shotgun start at noon, plus dinner. The 
cost for golf is $75.00 per person. Visit 
ohioscottishrite.com to register.

August 22  Riverboat Cruise  This 
event is open to all Masons, as well as 
prospective Lodge members, and their 
significant others. Tickets are $30 per 
person. Adults only. Boarding at 5:30 
p.m. The ship casts off by 6:00 p.m.

Brother to Brother
The leadership of the Northern Masonic 
Jurisdiction and the leadership of the 
Valley of Cincinnati agree that personal 
contact is the best way of keeping our 
membership involved with the activities 
of Scottish Rite Masonry, and to fulfill our 
commitment of caring for our Brothers. 

In keeping with this concept, the 
Valley of Cincinnati is going to institute 
a Brother to Brother calling program, 
where each member of our Valley will be 
called during the month of his birthday. 
The call can be a general greeting of 
birthday wishes, or it could be much 
more, depending on the participants. You 
will be provided with a list of names and 
numbers each month. All you have to do 
is make the call.

We need your help to make this 
possible. Please contact Michael A. 
Himes, 33º, at the Scottish Rite office 
at 513-421-3579, ext. 1600, 800-561-
3579, ext. 1600, or mhimes@32masons.
com. If he is not in the office, please 
leave a message. He will get in touch 
with you as soon as possible.

River Cruise Features Meal and Blues
This is no passage to Ethiopia

In Memoriam
Troy B. Childress 2/9/2015
Norman L. Durham 2/11/2015
Leonard Grigsby 2/13/2015
Russell T. Crippen 2/20/2015
Hugh Mathis 2/21/2015
Arlen C. Leslie 2/24/2015

Chester T. Mills 2/24/2015
Clinton E. Seitz 2/26/2015
Louis R. Berling 2/27/2015
Eugene Pittman 2/27/2015
William R. Bertsch 3/1/2015
Howard W. Seitz 3/2/2015
William R. Hazelwood 3/3/2015
Robert E. Banziger 3/9/2015
Elmer J. Moerschel 3/9/2015

Lloyd Patrick 3/9/2015
Richard W. Becknell 3/14/2015
Paul E. Tompkins 3/17/2015
Harold L. Miller 3/18/2015
Lester W. Schmerr 3/18/2015
Donald J. Robinson 3/25/2015
John I. Payne 3/25/2015
Howard E. Koch 3/27/2015
James W. Kinder, Jr. 3/30/2015
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