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Academic Scholarships: Apply Now
Read on to learn about the types of scholarships offered and how to determine eligibility

The Supreme Council of the Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite for the Northern Masonic Jurisdic-
tion sponsors academic scholarships throughout its Valleys. The Valley of Cincinnati also offers 
scholarships funded by the Valley of Cincinnati Foundation and the Kathleen Castle Memorial 
Scholarship Fund. 

The application process for the Abbott and Valley scholarships is the same. Applicants are 
considered for either an Abbott or a Valley scholarship. The Kathleen Castle Memorial Scholar-
ship Fund was created to provide scholarships for daughters and granddaughters of Eastern Star 
members, either living or in good standing at the time of death. 

Completed applications must be in the hands of the Ancient Accepted Scottish Rite, Valley 
of Cincinnati, by April 1, 2017. You can obtain an application for either scholarship by visiting 
32masons.com and then clicking on the Charities link. If you’re without Internet access, you may 
call the Scottish Rite office at 513-421-3579 or 800-561-3579 to request an application by mail.

The Valley of Cincinnati Foundation provides funding for the scholarship program and 
awards grants in support of the charitable aims of the Scottish Rite. Valley of Cincinnati Founda-
tion scholarships are open to members, their children, and grandchildren. Donations to the 
foundation are tax deductible in accordance with I.R.S. requirements. Please contact the Scottish 
Rite office for more information about the Valley of Cincinnati Foundation.

Eligibility for Scottish Rite Abbott scholarships
• A Scottish Rite Mason of the Northern Masonic Jurisdiction
• A child of a member in good standing of the Valley of Cincinnati who is a high-school senior 
or currently enrolled at an accredited college or university, who has attained a minimum grade 
point average of 2.75 on a 4.0 scale
• A member of DeMolay, Rainbow, or Job’s Daughters in the Northern Masonic Jurisdiction 
who is a high-school senior or currently enrolled at an accredited college or university, who has 
attained a minimum grade point average of 2.75 on a 4.0 scale
• Please submit only the following with the application (one copy each): most current copy of 
high-school or college grade transcript, most current copy of ACT or SAT test results, most 
current copy of FAFSA form, and letter of recommendation from an instructor, counselor, or 
advisor. Applications must be received in a 9 x 12 envelope (please do not fold). No staples or  
paper clips, please.

Eligibility for Kathleen Castle Memorial scholarships
• Daughter or granddaughter of member of the Order of Eastern Star (living or deceased)
• Graduate of a public or private secondary/preparatory school
• Provide a copy of grade transcripts and ACT or SAT scores
• Letter of recommendation from teacher or school counselor
• Submit two copies of the completed application to the Scottish Rite office



HAPPENING THIS MONTH
On January 7, learn whether man will succumb to the misuse of power, 
whether greed and envy will take over, or whether the power of divine guid-
ance keeps us from repeating the errors of history. The 17º provides a link 
to the Book of Life, which is important context that leads to the 18º. Join 
us in Scioto County at the Portsmouth Masonic Temple, 602 Chillicothe 
St., Portsmouth, OH 45662, (sciotomasons.org), at 3:30 p.m. for the 17º. 
Pictured here is the Kidron Gorge in Jerusalem, Israel. The Kidron Valley is 
pictured on the cover. The Kidron is a place of interest in the 17º.

MARCH 4, 2017
The Lawrence County Club will host the Valley’s traveling event on Saturday, March 4, 2017 
at Proctorville Lodge No. 550, located at 340 Grant St., Proctorville, OH 45669. 

The event will feature complimentary lunch at 11:00 a.m., followed by the 9°, Master of 
the Temple, directed by Mike Bartholomew, Thrice Potent Master, Gibulum Lodge of Perfec-
tion. Visit www.proctorville.net for more information. Lawrence County Club President Tyler 
Perry says members are “again excited to host the Valley of Cincinnati for this event and 
continuing building on our relationship with the Valley.” 

The 9°, Master of the Temple, reminds us that through the ages, man has searched for 
God in many ways, and worshiped Him in many tongues, but that Universal Worship is found 
in service to our fellow man.

FEBRUARY 11, 2017
The 20º, Master ad Vitam, is a drama of the American spirit that confronts the challenge of 
disloyalty and treason. Masonic principles and leadership are subjected to a crucial test. The 
degree demonstrates the Masonic condemnation of all who conspire against the security of 
the nation and the happiness of our people. Come spend the afternoon with Bro. George 
Washington, Bro. Lafayette, and a foresworn traitor whose name is never mentioned in a 
Lodge of Master Masons!

The program will be held at the Red Barn Conference Center Pavilion Building, 2223 
Russellville Rd., Winchester, OH (just off of Rt. 32). We’ll get started at 11:00 a.m., and then 
enjoy lunch compliments of the Valley of Cincinnati. No reservations are necessary; just come 
and enjoy the fellowship.

APRIL 1, 2017
The Four Chaplains, also sometimes referred to as the Immortal Chaplains or the Dorchester 
Chaplains, were four United States Army chaplains who gave their lives to save other civilian 
and military personnel as the troop ship SS Dorchester sank on February 3, 1943, during 
World War II. They helped other soldiers board lifeboats and gave up their own life jackets 
when the supply ran out. The chaplains joined arms, said prayers, and sang hymns as they 
went down with the ship. 

The 23°, Chief of the Tabernacle, teaches that those with faith in God and love for their 
fellow man will make great sacrifices to help others. Join the Clinton & Highland County 
Clubs as the Valley of Cincinnati takes in the important lessons taught in this special degree. 
More details to come.

MARCH 17, 2017
Planning for the annual March Madness Party is under way, and event chairman Bill Mallard 
is working on attaining the biggest crowd to date. The party starts at noon in Club 32 at the 
Cincinnati Masonic Center, and features the legendary March Madness Chili Cook-Off.

You’ll enjoy three TVs, refreshments, pop-a-shot, pool, darts, and more. Admission is 
free, dress is casual, and you are invited to bring non-Masonic friends and your significant 
other. This is an adults-only event. 

If you have the beans to enter the chili cook-off, please e-mail kim@32masons.com to 
register your entry. Traditional, spicy, and non-traditional chilies will be voted on by those in 
attendance. As usual, the Valley of Cincinnati’s March Madness Party will be a slam dunk for 
you and your invited guests!



In Memoriam

The new year is here, and we’re blessed to have our friends and 
fraternity. This will be a year of new direction both in society and 
Masonry. The Board of Trustees has been working diligently to 
examine all possibilities for the future of our physical home and 
tedious efforts have been delegated to a special committee to deal 
with Real Estate issues and future scenarios. 

There is interest in our building, as there has been for the 
past couple of years, and extensive due diligence is providing 
directional opportunity for our Valley unlike we have experienced 
in the past. We will keep you informed if anything comes to frui-
tion in the upcoming year. Your Board appreciates your confi-
dence in their ability to manage the fiducial tasks of your Valley.

From the Executive Director
Robert W. Dumford, 33º

Grand Master’s One-Day Class Comes to the CMC
The event takes place on March 25, 2017

Do you have a friend or acquaintance who you feel would exemplify the standards of Freemasonry, but who doesn’t have the capacity to join 
in the traditional Blue Lodge setting? Most Worshipful Brother Douglas N. Kaylor has called a Grand Master’s One-Day Class to be held on 
March 25, 2017. The Cincinnati Masonic Center will host one, with registration opening at 7:00 a.m. with coffee and doughnuts. Conferral of 
the Entered Apprentice Degree begins at 8:00 a.m. in the Scottish Rite Auditorium. All candidates for the One-Day Class will be required to 
return to their respective Lodges before June 24, 2017 for education and to receive a special Grand Master’s Challenge Coin if they complete the 
minimum proficiency in the Master Mason Degree in their Lodges. They will be eligible to join appendant Masonic bodies after June 24, 2017. 
The lifeblood of Scottish Rite membership is from our Blue Lodges. Please support this special day and help sustain Freemasonry in Ohio. All 
candidate reservations and meal reservations are due before March 15, 2017. Check with your Lodge for more information about the Grand 
Master’s One-Day Class. We will publish more information when it becomes available.
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How to Wear a Sports Jacket with Jeans
Content reprinted by permission of the Art of Manliness, www.artofmanliness.com

The sports jacket is one of the best, most 
versatile items a man can have in his ward-
robe. The benefits of this piece of clothing 
are myriad. First, it enhances your silhou-
ette, broadening and heightening your 
shoulders, slimming your midsection, and 
giving you a more masculine appearance 
overall. Second, it offers a good number of 
pockets, so you can lighten the load on your 
trousers and have what you need ready at 
hand. And third, it affords you an opportu-
nity to be a gentleman; should a lady friend 
become cold, you can remove your jacket 
and lend her its warmth.

Thus, any way to extend the times and 
places in which a sports coat may be worn 
is a win by me. And one such way is to pair 
one’s jacket with jeans.

Wearing jeans and a sports coat is a 
somewhat controversial move; it has been 
called the business mullet (formal up top, 
casual on the bottom) by its critics. And it’s 
true that done wrong, the look can come 
off quite poorly.

But executed well, pairing a sports coat 
and jeans results in a sharp, casual look that 
will easily become your go-to getup for a 
variety of situations. The key to pulling it 
off is simply to choose the right jeans, the 
right jacket, and the right accessories. How 
to do that is what we’ll be covering today.

Pairing a sports jacket with jeans 
The main reason the sports coat and jeans 
look fails is that the two pieces are too jar-
ringly matched. Generally, the jeans are too 
casual, and the jacket is too formal. And 
often both pieces are too baggy. 

The solution of course is to make sure 
that top and bottom complement each 
other well—that your jeans are a little more 
formal, your jacket is a little more casual, 
and everything fits well. Remember, fit is 
the foundation of style! 
 
Choose your jeans 
Baggy, over-casual jeans look incongruous 
paired with a sports jacket, while jeans with 
a more tailored look complement the jacket 
nicely.

This is the easiest part of the equation: 
choose clean, dark, well-fitted, trouser-
esque denim. Avoid ripped, baggy, faded, 
and distressed jeans. Lighter denim can 
sometimes work, especially if you’re Robert 
Redford circa 1975. But to keep it simple, 
go with a nice, deep indigo. 

Choose your sports jacket 
This is the area where you’ll have to exercise 
more discretion. The first question that 
often arises is whether one’s coat has to be 
of the sports variety, or whether one can 
pair jeans with a suit jacket or blazer.

When it comes to wearing a suit jacket 
and jeans, the answer is, with very few 
exceptions, decidedly no. A suit jacket is 
more structured, spare in details, smooth 
in fabric, and formal in appearance; thus, 
paired with the casualness of jeans, the 
resulting look is simply too discordant and 
jarring.

The blazer jacket sits in-between 
the formality levels of the suit jacket and 

the sports jacket. It can work with jeans, 
especially if it is made of a thicker, more 
textured fabric like flannel or serge, rather 
than the fine worsted wool common to 
suit jackets. But it can still come off as too 
formal to pair well with denim.

When it comes to style, most men are 
better off adhering to fairly simple rules, 
rather than delving into nuances and excep-
tions, so when it comes to donning a jacket 
with your jeans, I recommend sticking 
solely with the sports coat. It’s hard to go 
wrong with it. The sports jacket was created 
in the 19th century for gentlemen who 
needed a more rugged, utilitarian garment 
for active pursuits like shooting, hunting, 
riding, and golf. 

The jacket was thus constructed of 
thicker fabrics and adorned with patch 

pockets for cartridges, elbow patches for 
durability, and slits in the back for mobility. 
These rustic, casual style details are what 
make the sports jacket a quite fitting com-
panion for the rustic, casualness of denim. 
In fact, the more casual the jacket, the bet-
ter it will complement your jeans.

Here are a few things to generally look 
for in a sports jacket that will pair particu-
larly well with jeans:
• Unstructured and soft-shouldered.
• Casual, textured fabric. 
• Linen or cotton in warmer months; 

tweed, corduroy, etc. for colder 
weather.

• Casual details like patch pockets and 

elbow patches.
• Two buttons instead of three.
• Thin notch lapels over peak lapels
• Well-fitted. Sports coats are cut 

roomier than suit jackets and blazers 
in order to allow for layering under-
neath. But you don’t want the fit to be 
too baggy.

• High color contrast with jeans. Sports 
coats, unlike suit jackets, aren’t sup-
posed to match your pants, and in fact 
look best when they form a sharp con-
trast with them. Thus, a light-colored 
sports coat generally looks best with 
dark denim.

The accessories 
This is a good example of just about the 
peak of formality that can be reached with 



a sports jacket and jeans. Go any further 
and you risk trending into business mullet 
territory. Note how versatile this look is, 
though—it would be quite appropriate for  
a variety of business casual functions and 
more.

The other pieces you pair with your 
sports coat and jeans will go a long way 
towards ensuring your getup works. You 
can choose to go with a slightly dressier 
look, or a more casual one, but your general 
goal is to dress the jacket down, rather 
than to dress your jeans up. There’s only so 
much dressing up of the look you can do 
before the elements of one’s outfit become 
discordant.

A crisp, open-collar button-down 
looks right at home under a sports jacket. 
Image from Articles of Style.

Shirt. Go with a casual, open-collar 
button-down. A crisp oxford looks good 
with a slightly more formal sports jacket, 
while a denim or chambray button-down 
goes well with a very casual one. Checked 
and striped shirts often look sharp. Wearing 
a T-shirt underneath a sports coat is almost 
never advisable, as its casual nature clashes 
too much with the jacket.

Sweater/vest. A layered look goes 
great with jeans, so don’t hesitate to pull a 
v-neck sweater or casual vest over your dress 
shirt, and under your jacket.

Shoes. When dressing up the look, 
choose a brown pair of brogues or ox-
fords. For a step down from there, go with 
leather loafers or double monk strap shoes. 
More casual still, would be to don dress/
work boots (like my personal favorite, the 
Wolverine 1,000 mile) or chukkas. And 
of course cowboy boots with jeans and a 

sports coat is a classic look that transcends 
categories and works well in certain regions 
of the country.

Tie. A tie is an unnecessary addition 
to what is a relatively casual look, but it 
can be pulled off, as long as the tie is heftier 
and more casual, and thus complements 
the rest of your getup. Think textured and 
thicker—beefier wool over shiny silk.

Pocket square. Another sharp addi-
tion if you’re going for a snazzier ensemble. 
Just like with ties, choose a thicker, more 
rustic fabric rather than silk, and it’s usually 
best to go with a simple, low-profile fold 
rather than a puffy, flowing one.

In incorporating all of these elements, 
stick with a consistent theme; that is, if 
you’re going for a slightly dressier look, 
rock brogues, a crisp oxford, and a pocket 
square. If you’re going for a more casual 
look, pair leather dress/work boots with a 
chambray shirt and no tie. 
 
When to wear a sports coat and jeans 
One good time to wear a sports jacket and 
jeans is when you’re running from the FBI, 
who mistakenly believes you’ve killed your 
wife. These are the only circumstances 
under which you’re allowed to wear black 
sneakers with your getup as well.

A sports coat paired with jeans is not 
a formal or semi-formal look. It’s inher-
ently casual in nature. That being said, it’s 
an extremely versatile outfit that’s particu-
larly perfect when the dress code is a little 
squiggy—events where you know things 
aren’t going to be very dressy, but you don’t 
think it’s going to be super casual either.

Sports coat + jeans bridges the gap be-
tween causal and dressy, town and country, 

and is thus a highly adaptable outfit that 
will allow you to seem neither too dressed 
up nor too dressed down in a variety of 
situations, including:

First date. A handsome look a lady 
friend is sure to appreciate. The sports 
jacket provides plenty of pockets to hold 
the essential items in a man’s first date 
arsenal, and you can offer your coat to your 
gal should she get cold. Plus, as ladies often 
wear dressed-up denim out on the town, 
this getup will allow you to look sharp 
without outdressing your date (something a 
gentleman strives to avoid).

Casual/creative job interview. When 
you’re applying for a job in a very casual 
workplace, where employees wear T-shirts 
and hoodies to work, the sports coat/jeans 
combo can be just the right sharp, but not-
too uptight look for an interview.

A job that straddles field and office. 
If you work a job where you’re sometimes 
in an office, and sometimes out in the field 
(at a construction site, for example) the 
combination of durability, functionality, 
and put-togetherness of a sports jacket + 
jeans will allow you to move comfortably 
between different sites and roles.

Traveling. The sports jacket’s pock-
ets come in handy when you’re traveling, 
while the jeans will keep you comfortable. 
Together the look ensures you’ll arrive to 
your destination in style.

Other situations where a sports coat 
and jeans would fit right in include casual 
business functions, dinner at a steakhouse 
with friends, parent/teacher conferences, 
etc. Tinker with the formality of the acces-
sories listed above to arrive at a look that’ll 
best fit the particular situation.

A Glimpse into the Scholarly Side of CDCOC
Submitted by Janet Dorger, Orton-Gillingham practitioner, Children’s Dyslexia Centers of Cincinnati

Every so often you find yourself in the right place at the right time; maybe you catch a run of 
green lights when you are late, witness an amazing sunset or watch the expression on a  stu-
dent’s face as he experiences an ah-ha moment of discovery. Many students experience this 
on a daily basis, but for some, learning is more of a challenge. As teachers, we strive to help 
our students connect, yet there are times when they struggle. With these students in mind, I 
looked for an opportunity to broaden my knowledge and be better equipped to help them. 

Children’s Dyslexia Centers of Cincinnati students find themselves in the right place 
because instruction is geared toward their specific needs, and progresses at a pace that’s best 
for them. For many, success comes quickly and self-confidence begins to surface. Others 
might hold back a bit. They have tried many times before. Why would this time be any differ-
ent? But they soon realize that this time is different because they are in a safe and structured 

environment, with instruction geared specifically for them.  As they begin to link sounds, words and sentences together, their reading skills, 
comprehension and spelling improve. Through these discoveries, they find their ah-ha moments, and I find my joy in witnessing their success.





Stay up to date with news and events in the Valley of 
Cincinnati by visiting our Website at 32masons.com, 
and be sure to drop by facebook.com/32masons and 
twitter.com/32masons for info on the go.


